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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

and  the  Local  Authority  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1934. 

The  scarlet  fever  epidemic  continued  during  the  first  five 
months  of  the  year,  but  rapidly  subsided  thereafter. 

Measles  became  epidemic  in  June,  but  fortunately  the 
disease  was  of  comparatively  mild  type : contrary  to  previous 
experience  it  had  not  subsided  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  general  death-rate  was  the  lowest  on  record  in  the 
burgh’s  history,  as  was  also  the  tuberculosis  death-rate. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  unusually  favourable. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of 
of  measles,  was  well  below  the  average. 

As  far  as  figures  go,  therefore,  1934  was  indeed  a good 
year. 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of 
measles,  whooping,  and  pneumonia  is  still  badly  needed,  and  the 
condition  of  overcrowding  at  Smithston  Hospital  and  Asylum 
needs  urgent  attention. 

1 have  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  stafif  of  my  de- 
partment for  their  ever  ready  help  and  constant  loyalty,  and 
to  my  colleagues  in  the  Corporation  service  for  their  courtesy 
and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

1 am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alexander  Johnstone, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


1934. 

Population  as  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1934.  ...  79.605 

Acreage  of  Burgh,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,170 

Density  of  population  per  acre.  ...  ...  ...  25.11 

Birth-rate,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.9 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  births,  ...  ...  5.7 

Marriage-rate  (uncorrected),  ...  ...  ...  6.9 

Death-rate — all  causes,  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.9 

Death-rate — all  tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  LOO 

Death-rate — tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  ...  0.79 

Death  rate — non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  ...  ...  0.21 

Death-rate — principal  epidemic  diseases,  ..  ...  0.63 

Infantile  mortality  rate,  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 


All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS. 


A — EAST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos. 
I.,  II.,  and  III. 

B — EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  IV.  and  V. 

C — WEST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  VI.  and  VII. 


I) — WEST  DISTRICT-  corresponds  to  municipal  ward  No. 
VIII. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

for  the  Year  1934. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  burgh  to  the  middle  of  1934  is  79,605,  and  this 
figure  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  all  statistical  calculations 
except  where  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  of  119  over 
last  year’s  figures. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  was  634.  This  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of 
443,  but  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  namely,  683. 

Births  and  Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered 
during  1934  was  1,646.  This  number  on  correction  becomes 
1,661  (887  males  and  774  females)  and  the  equivalent  rate  is 
20.9.  Last  year’s  figure  was  20.6,  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  22.1. 

This  birth  rate  is  the  second  lowest  on  record  in  the  burgh, 
the  lowest  figure  having  occurred  last  year  when  it  was  20.6. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  18,  but  Greenock 
has  always  had  a consistently  high  birth-rate.  All  over  the 
country,  however,  the  birth-rate  is  definitely  and  steadily 
declining. 

Tables  I.  to  IV.  give  further  information  in  this  connection. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  148,  a decrease  on  last  year’s  figure 
of  177,  and  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  namely 
191.  The  corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  is  89,  which  is 
lower  that  last  year’s  figure  of  108,  and  below  the  average  for 
the  last  ten  years,  namely  103. 
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This  figure  is  definitely  but  all  too  slowly  improving,  although 
it  fluctuates  considerably  from  year  to  year;  forty  years  ago 
it  was  135.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  78,  but,  as 
previously  stated,  Greenock,  an  entirely  industrial  community, 
cannot  be  expected  to  bear  satisfactory  comparison  with  the 
country  as  a whole. 

Atrophy,  debility,  and  marasmus,  was  responsible  for  28.37 
per  cent  of  the  total  infantile  deaths,  premature  birth  25.68. 
pneumonia  17.56,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  10.81,  and  convulsions 
4.72. 

Deaths  and  Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  burgh  was  1 ,050.  When  corrected  for  transfers,  this 
figure  becomes  1,027  (547  males  and  480  females).  The  cor- 
responding death-rate  is  12.90.  This  figure  is  very  much  lower 
than  hist  year,  when  it  was  15.0,  and  is  also  below  the  average 
for  the  last  five  years,  14.5.  It  is  in  fact  the  lowest  death-rate 
ever  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  burgh,  the  next  lowest  being 
in  1923,  when  it  was  12.94.  During  the  last  few  years  the 
death-rate  has  been  tending  to  rise  slightly  while  forty  years 
ago  it  was  21.09.  The  average  age  at  death  was  approximately 
51  years. 

The  general  death-rate  for  Scotland  was  12.9.  the  same  as 
the  figure  for  Greenock. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of 
death  during  1934: — Heart  disease  150;  malignant  tumours 
121  ; cerebral  haemorrhage  91  ; congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc.  82;  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  80; 
pneumonia  76;  old  age  53;  bronchitis  40;  diseases  of  nervous 
system  and  sense  organs  34;  violence  25;  diarrhoea  22. 

Tables  IT.  and  TIT.  give  further  information  regarding  causes 
of  death,  which  may  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows: — 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Diphtheria  was  responsible  for 
15  deaths,  measles  for  12  (of  which  3 were  in  children  under 
one,  and  eight  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five),  and  influenza 
for  nine,  of  which  four  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age  of  55. 
\\  hooping  cough  was  the  cause  of  five  deaths  (four  of  which 
were  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  one  in  a child  be- 
tween the  ages  of  one  and  live),  scarlet  fever  of  four,  cerebro- 
spinal fever  of  two,  and  other  epidemic  diseases  of  three. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was,  therefore, 
50,  which  produces  a death-rate  of  0.62.  These  figures  are 
definitely  lower  that  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year, 
namely  106  and  1.33,  and  also  below  the  last  triennial  averages 
96  and  1.21. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  63,  and  the  corresponding 
death-rate  0.79,  as  against  70  deaths  and  a rate  of  0.88  last  year. 
The  average  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  0.82  Tuberculosis 
of  other  organs  caused  17  deaths  as  against  14  last  year.  The 
non-pulmonary  death-rate  is  0.21,  which  is  slightly  above  last 
year’s  figure  of  0.18,  but  below  the  previous  quinquennial 
average  0.28.  This  non-pulmonary  death-rate  shows  a con- 
tinuation of  the  definite  improvement  recorded  last  year. 

The  total  tuberculosis  rate  is,  therefore,  1.00,  which  is  below 
last  year’s  figure  of  1.06  and  below  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years,  namely  1.15.  This  year’s  rate  is  the  lowest  all  tub- 
erculosis rate  ever  recorded  in  the  burgh.  The  rate  for  all 
Scotland  is  0.75,  pulmonary  0.57,  non-pulmonary  0.18.  In  this 
respect  again  an  industrial  community,  with  a considerable 
amount  of  indifferent  housing  conditions  and  other  resistance- 
depressing factors,  can  never  be  fairly  compared  with  the 
country  as  a whole. 

Malionant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  respon- 
sible for  121  deaths  (52  males  and  69  females),  and  the  death- 
rate  was  1.50.  Last  year  the  number  of  deaths  was  131  and  the 
rate  1.64.  The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  ten  years 
is  107  (49  males  and  58  females)  and  the  death-rate  1.32  (males 
0.60,  females  0.72). 

These  figures  show  a break  in  the  previously  steadily  in- 
creasing mortality  figures  from  malignant  disease,  but  it  is 
too  much  to  hope  that  this  is  more  than  a temporary  improve- 
ment. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. — The  deaths  from  diseases 
of  the  circulatory  system  number  173,  of  which  150  were  from 
diseases  of  the  heart,  and  23  from  other  causes.  The  heart 
disease  death-rate  is  1.96,  which  is  the  same  figure  as  last  year, 
and  the  last  five  yearly  average  is  1.54. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  S.ystem. — These  diseases  produced 
131  deaths  during  the  year,  which  figure  gives  an  equivalent 
death-rate  of  1.64,  These  figures  are  below  those  of  1933, 
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which  were  181  deaths  and  a rate  of  2.27.  The  average  number 
for  the  last  ten  years  was  201  and  the  rate  2.49.  The  majority 
of  these  deaths  occurred  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year. 
The  year,  therefore,  was  very  satisfactory  as  far  as  respira- 
tory diseases  were  concerned. 

Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  76  of  the  total  respiratory 
deaths,  and  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  0.95.  Last  year 
the  number  was  102  and  the  death-rate  1.28,  the  average  rate 
for  the  last  five  years  being  1.36.  Of  these  deaths  26  occurred 
in  children  under  one  year,  17  in  children  aged  one  to  five  years, 
and  six  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65. 

Bronchitis  accounted  for  40  deaths,  and  of  these  one  was  in 
a child  under  the  age  of  five,  while  25  were  in  persons  over  65 
years  of  age.  The  death-rate  was  0.50  as  against  0.85  last  year, 
and  the  previous  quinquennial  average  0.92. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organs. — The 
deaths  classified  under  this  group  numbered  125,  of  which  91 
were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrage,  embolism  or  thrombosis.  The 
death-rate  from  this  cause  is  1.14  as  against  1.45  last  year  and 
the  last  five  yearly  average  1.32. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — Deaths  referable  to  the 
digestive  system  numbered  68,  of  which  22  were  due  to 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  and  of  these  16  were  in  children  under 
two  years  of  age.  Five  were  caused  by  appendicitis,  ten  by 
gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer,  eight  by  diseases  of  the  liver,  and  23 
by  other  digestive  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  child- 
ren under  two  years  of  age  was  21  in  1933,  and  the  last  quin- 
quennial mean  is  20. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito- Urinary  System. — The  deaths  from 
diseases  of  this  system  totalled  37,  of  which  17  were  due  to 
nephritis  and  20  to  other  conditions. 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. — The  Registrar 
General  shows  8 deaths  from  this  cause,  one  being  due  to  puer- 
peral sepsis  and  7 to  other  puerperal  causes. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Registrar  General’s  puerperal 
death  figures  for  the  period  1900-1934  along  with  the  figures 
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calculated  in  this  department,  which,  being  the  result  of  con- 
siderable detailed  investigation,  probably  give  a more  true  in- 
dication of  the  maternal  death-rate: — 


1 'eriotl. 

Death-rate  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis. 
Registrar  General. 

Death-rate  from 
Other  Puerperal 
Causes, 

Registrar  General. 

Total  Puerperal 
Death-rate, 
Registrar  General. 

Maternal 
Death-rate 
Public  Health 
Department. 

1900-1904, 

2.46 

2.84 

5.31 

1905-1909, 

1.59 

3.53 

5.13 



1910-1914, 

1.26 

5.37 

6.63 

— 

1915-1919, 

0.88 

4.95 

5.83 

— 

1920-1924, 

I.5S 

4.71 

6.29 

— 

1925-1929, 

1.80 

4.16 

5.96 

— 

1930, 

— 

4.76 

4.76 

5.82 

1951, 

1.62 

6.49 

8.11 

8.11 

1932, 

1.76 

5. 28 

7.04 

5.87 

1953, 

3.05 

4.27 

7.32 

6.71 

1934, 

0.60 

4.21 

4.81 

4.21 

Investigation  in  this  department,  showed  that  there  were  9 
maternal  deaths  during  the  year  as  against  13  last  year.  The 
gross  maternal  death-rate,  therefore,  is  5.41  per  1,000  births  as 
against  7.9  in  1933  and  9.9  in  1932. 

The  causes  of  death  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

(I)  Conditions  connected  with  pregnancy  and  parturition. 


Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  - - - 3 

Eclampsia,  -------  2 

Post-abortive  Sepsis,  - - - - 1 

Acute  Pneumonia  following  Childbirth,  - 1 

(II)  Conditions  associated  with,  but  not  directly  connected  with 
pregnancy  or  parturition. 

Cardiac  disease, 1 

Gastro  Enteritis,  .....  l 


Four  of  these  cases  received  more  or  less  satisfactory  ante- 
natal supervision,  one  was  seen  by  her  doctor  on  one  occasion, 
leaving  four  with  no  supervision  of  any  kind. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Congenital  Malformations. — 
Deaths  from  these  causes  numbered  82  and  may  be  classified 
as  follows: — Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  42;  premature 
birth,  38;  and  hydrocephalus,  2.  Last  year  the  number  was  77 
and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  79.  Further  informa- 
tion regarding  diseases  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  will 
be  found  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  section  of  the 
report. 
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Violent  Deaths. — These  numbered  31,  of  which  6 were 
apparently  suicides  (5  males  and  1 female)  and  25  accidental 
(20  males  and  5 females).  The  corresponding  figures  for  last 
year  were  six  suicides  (5  males  and  1 female)  and  28  violent 
deaths  (18  males  and  10  females),  while  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years  was  5 deaths  from  suicide  and  36  from  other 
violence. 

Statistical  Comparison. — The  following  table  gives  a com- 


panson  of  the  various 

rates  in  the 

different 

public 

health 

districts  and  the  average 

age  at  death 

as  estimated  in 

this  de- 

partment : — 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

East 

West 

East. 

Central. 

Central. 

West. 

Population, 

27.169 

13.S05 

24,S25 

13,806 

Density  per  acre, 

24. 25 

101.50 

40.  10 

10.66 

Birth-rate, 

27. S2 

19.19 

21.75 

10.64 

Infantile  Mortality-rate, 

88.62 

98  11 

S7.03 

54  42 

Oeneral  death-rate, 

13.39 

10.64 

13.37 

13.32 

Tuberculosis  death-rate, 

1.25 

0.65 

1.28 

a 36 

Average  age  at  death, 

46  17 

47.36 

51.92 

62.17 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  ascertained 
during  the  year  1934  was  3,186,  which  is  below  last  year’s  figure 
of  3,541,  but  above  the  mean  for  the  previous  quinquennium. 
3,093.  The  incidence  rate  of  infectious  disease  in  the  community 
as  a whole  during  the  year  was  40.02  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  disease  will  be 
found  in  Tables  V.  to  VIII. 

Measles. — There  were  1,696  cases  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  983  of  which  occurred  in  children  under  the 
age  of  5 years.  There  were  12  deaths  in  all,  11  of  which 
occurred  in  children  under  five.  The  incidence  rate  over  the 
age  period  0 to  5 is  therefore,  122.17,  the  death-rate  1.36  and 
the  case  mortality  rate  1.11  per  cent. 

Last  year  314  cases  were  notified,  and  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years  is  1,311.  One  of  the  cases  had  also  whooping 
cough,  four  chickenpox  and  one  diphtheria.  Twenty-two  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital.  The  months  of  highest  incidence 
were  July,  December,  June  and  November. 
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Adequate  hospital  faeilities  have  not  yet  been  arranged,  but 
some  progress  has  been  made  with  the  scheme  to  provide  new 
accommodation  for  nurses  at  Gateside  Hospital  which,  if  it  is 
carried  through,  will  allow  considerable  increase  of  accommo- 
dation for  cases  of  this  disease. 

Speciat  arrangements  were  made  for  the  visitation  of  cases 
of  measles  occurring  in  children  under  the  age  of  five.  One  of 
the  nurses  of  the  Greenock  and  District  Nursing  Association 
visited  all  notified  cases  and  gave  advice  with  regard  to  treat- 
ment and  nursing  care,  arranging  for  the  provision  of  milk 
where  that  appeared  to  be  necessary.  This  measure  was  found 
to  be  very  useful  in  many  ways. 

Whooping  Cough. — One  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases 
were  notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  December.  Last 
year’s  figure  was  864  and  the  last  quinquennial  mean  493.  One 
case  also  had  measles  and  two  chickenpox. 

The  number  of  cases  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  was 
62  and  there  were  four  deaths  during  that  period  of  life.  The 
incidence  rate  of  the  age  period  0 to  5 is,  therefore,  7.70,  the 
death-rate  0.49,  and  the  case  mortality  rate  6.45  per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever.- — Four  hundred  and  thirty  cases  were  noti- 
fied, with  the  highest  figure  in  January.  Last  year’s  figure 
was  1.121,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  545.  There 
were  four  deaths.  One  case  also  had  chickenpox  and  whooping 
cough.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole  population  is  5.40 
and  the  case  mortality  rate  0.93  per  cent. 

The  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  disease  which  was  marked 
during  1933  continued  for  the  first  five  months  of  this  year  in 
rather  attenuated  form,  whereafter  the  number  of  cases  sub- 
sided to  more  or  less  normal  proportions.  No  particular 
vehicle  of  spread  was  discovered  and  there  seems  little  doubt 
that  case  to  case  infection  was  the  main  factor. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  184  cases  of  diphtheria  discovered 
during  the  year.  The  number  last  year  was  163  and  the  last 
five  yearly  average  is  137.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole 
population  is  2.31  and,  as  the  deaths  numbered  15,  the  death- 
rate  is  0.18  and  the  case  mortality  rate  8.15  per  cent.  One  case 
had  also  measles. 
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Contacts. — Swabbing  of  the  throats  of  contacts  of  diphtheria 
was  carried  out  in  122  instances  where  it  appeared  to  be  neces- 
sary and  9 such  persons  gave  a positive  result : all  of  them  were 
admitted  to  hospital  and  5 developed  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

Immunisation. — Under  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
scheme  twenty-four  children  under  the  age  of  five  received 
one  immunising  injection,  20  had  two,  and  17  the  full  course 
of  three. 

No  material  was  issued  to  doctors  for  the  purpose  under  the 
Corporation’s  scheme. 

It  appears  to  be  impossible  by  ordinary  persuasive  methods 
to  overcome  the  lethargy  of  the  community  to  a useful  and 
safe  method  of  protecting  individuals  against  diphtheria,  and  it 
is  unfortunately  not  feasible  to  make  use  of  any  other  method 
meantime. 

Ctiickenpox. — Five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year,  mostly  during  the  first  four  months. 
There  were  no  deaths.  The  number  last  year  was  7 66  and  the 
last  five  yearly  average  577.  Two  cases  also  had  whooping 
cough,  four  measles  and  one  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  Cough. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  of  this  group  was  notified  as 
against  six  last  year  and  a previous  quinquennial  average  of 
nine.  The  case  gave  reactions  for  both  paratyphoid  A and  B 
types  and  was  not  removed  to  hospital.  The  patient  recovered 
arid  no  trace  of  the  source  of  infection  was  found. 

Pneumonia. — Ninety-three  cases  were  discovered,  36  being 
of  the  acute  primary  type,  5 influenzal  and  52  presumably 
secondary  to  some  other  condition.  The  highest  incidence 
occurred  in  the  months  of  February,  April  and  November.  Last 
year’s  figure  was  153  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
is  141.  Two-cases  only  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  was  76. 

Tt  is  hoped  that  suitable  hospital  provision  will  be  made 
before  long  for  this  disease. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified,  but  one  death  was  certified  as  due  to  this  cause,  the 
patient  being  treated  in  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary.  Another 
death  was  transeferred  from  one  of  the  Glasgow  Hospitals, 
the  child  having  been  admitted  there  before  the  diagnosis  was 
made. 
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Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  the 
year. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  east 
and  west  registration  districts  of  the  burgh  during  1933  was 
1,599.  By  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  333  of  these  child- 
ren had  been  successfully  vaccinated,  14  were  found  to  be  con- 
stitutionally insusceptible,  113  had  died  before  vaccination  had 
been  carried  out,  in  3 a medical  certificate  of  postponement  had 
been  issued,  and  19  left  the  district  or  were  otherwise  un- 
accounted for,  while  declarations  of  conscientious  objection 
had  been  made  in  respect  of  1,117.  Seventy-seven  per  cent., 
therefore,  of  the  children  available  for  vaccination  were  not 
vaccinated. 


One  hundred  and  twenty-two  vaccinations  were  carried  out 
in  107  children  under  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme 
at  the  Corporation  clinics.  In  96  cases  vaccination  was  success- 
ful on  the  first  occasion,  in  seven  on  the  second,  and  two  on  the 
3rd  occasion,  while  two  were  considered  insusceptible  after 
three  unsuccessful  attempts. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia: — 


(I.) — Total  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  area  of  the 
Local  Authority  (corrected  figures  as  finally  diagnosed). 
Hospital : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0)  - - 1 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  0)  - - 13 

(II.) — Total  number  of  cases  removed  to  infectious  diseases 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0)  - - 1 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  0)  - - 7 

HIT.) — Total  number  of  deaths: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital  0),  - - 0 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital  0)  1 

(IV.) — Number  of  cases  following  instrumental  delivery: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever,  0 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ------  0 

(V.) — Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  cases  included  under  IV 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever, - - 0 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ------  0 
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(VI.) — Number  of  cases  where  the  Local  Authority  provided  on 
the  request  of  medical  practicioners : — 


( i)  Consultant  Service, 1 

( ii)  Bacteriological  Examinations,  0 

(iii)  Skilled  nursing  at  home, 0 

(iv)  Hospital  treatment,  ------  8 

Puerperal  Fever,  -------  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ------- 

(VII.) — Observations  on  the  working  of  the  Regulations.  Nil. 


Investigation. — One  case  of  puerperal  fever  was  notified 
following  delivery  ; the  patient  was  a primipara  aged  23  and  the 
confinement  was  conducted  by  a midwife.  On  investigation  it 
was  ascertained  that  there  had  been  adequate  ante-natal  super- 
vision, but  that  the  patient  had  suffered  from  persistent 
albuminuria  during  the  last  two  months  of  pregnancy,  and  this 
had  proved  more  or  less  intractable  to  treatment. 

The  information  elicited  by  the  investigation  of  cases  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 

(I.) — Age  of  Patient. — Two  of  the  patients  were  aged  20  years,  5 from 
20  to  24  years,  one  from  25  to  29  years,  2 from  30  to  34  years,  2 from 
25  to  39  years,  and  one  was  over  40  years. 

(II.) — -Number  of  confinement. — In  4 cases  the  confinement  was  the 
first,  in  2 the  second,  in  2 the  third,  and  in  5 the  fourth  and  over. 

(III.) — Nature  of  attendance. — In  eight  cases  the  confinement  was  con- 
ducted by  a midwife,  in  4 by  midwife  and  doctor,  and  in  1 by  a doctor. 

(IV.) — Nature  on  confinement. — Forceps  were  not  used  in  any  of  the 
cases.  In  two  cases  the  baby  was  born  before  arrival  of  the  attendant. 

(V.) — Possible  exciting  causes  : — 


Conditions  not  attributable  to  parturition,  - 2 

Septic  conditions,  -----  5 

Gynaecological  conditions,  - - - 1 

Venereal  conditions,  - - - - - 1 

Nothing  found  on  investigation,  - - 4 


NUTRITION. 

The  burgh  of  Greenock  has  been  for  some  years  suffering 
from  a severe  degree  of  unemployment,  about  one-third  of 
those  insured  under  the  Unemployment  Acts  being  at  present 
out  of  work,  and  it  is  thus  natural  to  think  that  a considerable 
proportion  of  the  population  would  be,  on  that  account,  show- 
ing indefinite  signs  of  deterioration  in  health,  or  evidence  of 
malnutrition. 
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This  is  always  a difficult  matter  to  determine,  chiefly  because 
it  is  not  possible  to  define  exactly  the  limits  of  normal  health, 
and  nutrition,  but  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  get  some  information  regarding  it  during 
the  year. 


As  far  as  adults  are  concerned,  the  Department  of  Health’s 
Report  on  Incapacitating  Sickness  in  the  Population  of  Scot- 
land insured  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  Acts  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1934  shows  that  the  incidence  of  sick- 
ness in  Greenock  was  144  per  1,000  insured  persons.  This 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  average  figure  of  199  for 
all  burghs  in  Scotland  ; in  fact  Greenock  showed  a very  much 
lower  figure  than  any  other  burgh  in  the  country,  and  con- 
siderably lower  than  many  of  the  county  areas.  If  males  and 
females  are  taken  separately,  it  is  found  that  in  each  case  the 
Greenock  figure  is  among  the  lowest  for  all  burghs.  The  aver- 
age number  of  days  of  incapacity  of  sick  insured  persons  in 
Greenock  during  the  same  period  was  8.8  days,  as  against  10.2 
for  all  the  burghs  in  Scotland,  the  Greenock  figure  being  again 
among  the  lowest  of  all.  Similar  figures  for  the  year  1932-33 
show  practically  the  same  position.  As  an  indication  of  the  in- 
cidence and  duration  of  sickness,  these  figures  are  very  satis- 
factory indeed,  covering  as  they  do  a population  of  practically 
28.300  out  of  50,000,  the  estimated  total  number  of  persons  in 
the  burgh  between  the  ages  of  16  and  65. 


Enquiries  from  doctors,  nurses,  and  others  in  a position  to 
judge,  elicited  a practically  unanimous  opinion  that  the  nutri- 
tional condition  of  the  population  as  a whole  was  good,  and  in 
marked  contrast  to  periods  up  to  30  years  ago. 


A similar  enquiry  relating  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  5 years  produced  the  same  answer. 


With  regard  to  children  of  school  age,  no  figures  for 
Greenock  alone  are  available,  but  in  the  School  Medical 
Officer’s  report  for  the  County  of  Renfrew  covering  the  year 
ending  31st  July,  1934,  it  is  found  that  98  per  cent,  of  the 
children  in  the  county  were  classed  as  of  average  or  above 
average  nutrition,  while  only  2 per  cent,  were  considered  as 
sub-average. 
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Added  to  this  we  have  the  statistical  evidence  that  the 
general  death-rate  was  lower  during  1934  than  it  has  ever 
been  before,  and  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  very 
much  lower  during  the  same  year  than  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

This  information  cannot,  of  course,  be  taken  as  comparable 
in  any  way  to  that  which  would  have  been  forthcoming  from 
a properly  conducted  scientific  enquiry,  but  it  gives  un- 
doubtedly an  indication  that  there  is  not  as  yet  any  marked 
evidence  of  deterioration  in  the  nutrition  of  the  population,  or 
in  its  power  to  resist  or  combat  disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  is  steadily  declining,  but 
the  incidence  rate  does  not  show  a corresponding  fall,  although 
the  figures  for  the  last  five  years  do  indicate  some  improve- 
ment. 


The  incidence  rates  are  as  follows : — 


Five-Yearly 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

N on-  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

All 

Tuberculosis. 

1915-1919 

1.57 

0.71 

2. 28 

1920-1924 

1.55 

0.67 

2.22 

' 1925-1929 

1.71 

0.69 

2.40 

1930-1934 

1.26 

0.72 

1.9S 

These  would  appear  to  indicate  that  in  this  community  the 
struggle  against  the  lethal  effects  of  the  disease  is  gaining 
ground,  but  that  the  measures  directly  aimed  at  its  prevention, 
though  making  headway,  are  not  succeeding  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. There  are,  however,  so  many  factors  involved  in  a 
question  of  this  kind  that  it  is  difficult  to  dogmatise.  The 
number  on  the  tuberculosis  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  576. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: — 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1933  was 
301.  During  the  year  78  new  cases  were  notified,  six  left  the 
district,  67  died,  four  were  struck  off  as  non-tuberculous,  four 
were  re-admitted  to  the  register  having  returned  to  the  district 
after  an  absence,  one  was  transferred  from  the  non-pulmonary 
register,  and  there  therefore  remained  on  the  roll  at  31st  Dec- 
ember 307  patients  (189  males  and  118  females). 
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Particulars  of  age  periods,  etc.,  are  as  follows: — 


Under 

5 

| 5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  up. 

Total. 

years 

Sputum 

f Males,  - 

3 

15 

2 

3 

2 

25 

uot 

present. 

[ Females. 

— 

1 

5 

9 

2 

3 

- 

20 

Sputum 

present 

^ Males,  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

but  not 
examined. 

Females 

- 

- 

3 

3 

3 

3 

— 

12 

Sputum 

examined 

and 

Males,  - 

— 

— 

— 

18 

37 

26 

17 

— 

98 

Tuherele 
Bacilli  | 

found. 

Females, 

— 

1 

1 

23 

16 

9 

4 

— 

54 

Sputum 

r 

examined 

and 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

Males,  - 

1 

11 

13 

18 

17 

2 

62 

never 

Females, 

- i 

— 

1 

14 

3 

7 

7 

— 

32 

found. 

b 

Total, 

— 

2 

11 

94 

77 

69 

52  j 

2 

307 

In  addition  98  patients  were  under  supervision  as  suspects 
and  78  as  contacts  of  known  cases. 


Notification. — Seventy-eight  cases  (49  males  and  29 
females)  were  notified  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis as  against  119  last  year  and  113  the  last  five  yearly 
average.  The  sputum  was  examined  in  60  cases  and  in  44 
tubercle  bacilli  were  found  to  be  present. 


The  age  periods  are  as  follows 
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Twenty-five  of  these  patients  died  before  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  average  period  of  survival  was  64  days.  Jn  addition  2 
left  the  district,  in  2 the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed,  and  7 
were  under  observation  as  doubtful  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  home  condition  of  the  noti- 
fied cases  in  houses  of  different  sizes,  compared  with  the  esti- 
mated percentage  of  such  houses  in  the  whole  burgh  : — 


Numl>er 

of 

Cases. 

Percentage 

of 

Total. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Houses 
in  the  Burgh. 

1 Apartment,  - 

7 

9 

9 

2 Apartments,  - 

3S 

49 

44 

3 Apartments,  - 

20 

26 

29 

4 Apartments,  - 

7 

9 

9 

5 Apartments  and  over,  - 

S 

2 

9 

Institutions,  Lodginghou.se*,  etc. 

4 

5 

Dispensary/ — The  dispensary  was  carried  on  in  the  same 
general  way  as  previously  and  no  radical  changes  were  made. 


The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensary  was 
330  and  230  X-ray  examinations  of  the  chest  were  carried  out. 
the  arrangements  for  this  service  remaining  more  or  less 
satisfactory. 


Of  the  total  new  cases  examined,  38  were  notified  before 
being  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  98  were  referred 
for  his  opinion.  Of  these  40  were  accepted  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  42  were  not  accepted,  and  16  were  still  under 
observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — One  hundred  and  forty-seven 
persons  received  extra  nourishment  during  the  year  in  the  form 
of  milk,  eggs  or  butter.  Details  are  given  later. 

Institutional  Treatment. — The  following  table  gives  the 
number  of  cases  treated  in  the  various  institutions  available 
to  the  burgh  : — 
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Home. 

Papwoi 

Colon}’, 
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Hairmj 

Colony 

Number  at  1st  January,  1934, 

15 

26  9 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Admitted  during  the  year. 

19 

17  | 36 

5 

12 

2 

Treated  during  the  year, 

34 

43  1 45 

ii 

4 

1 

13 

Total  number  discharged, 

19 

18  22 

9 

•2 

5 

Died, 

Transferred  to  1 ridge  of  Weir, 

2 

1 11 

1 

i 

1 

6 

,,  ,,  Srailhston  Pavilion, 

1 1 

1 

Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1934. 

13 

23  1 12 

1 

1 

i 

2 

2 

Home  Supervision. — The  nurses  of  the  Greenock  and 
District  Nursing  Association  continued  to  pay  supervisory 
visits  to  the  patients  on  the  tuberculosis  roll.  The  number  not 
attending  the  dispensary  who  were  under  supervision  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  19  and  the  average  number  over 
the  period  was  14. 


Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1933 
was  243.  During  the  year  46  new  cases  were  notified,  16  died, 
2 were  removed  from  the  roll  as  non-tuberculous  and  2 as  not 
requiring  further  supervision.  One  was  transferred  to  the 
pulmonary  register  and  one  was  re-admitted  to  the  register, 
leaving  269  (139  males  and  130  females)  on  the  roll  at  31st 
December. 


The  age  periods  and  situation  of  lesions  are  shown  in  the 
following  Table : — 


22 


t/i 

a 

CO 

iu 

2 

p. 

p 

>■> 

CC 

V 

V 

o 

y 

V 

LESION. 

to 

tO 

IT. 

to 

V 

Cl 

CC 

. 

1 
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CC 
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Abdomen,  

Males 

i 

4 

4 

9 

o 

20 

Females 

5 

1 

7 

3 

16 

Spine,  ...  j 

Males 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

o 

14 

Females 

I 

2 

1 

S 

2 

• • • 

i . 

15 

Bones  and  Joints, 

M ales 

2 

17 

Id 

14 

5 

1 

2 

o/ 

exclusive  of  spine,  . 

Females 

(5 

9 

9 

13 

2 

4 

2 . 

45 

Superficial  Glands, 

Males 

Females 

•1 

o 

5 

13 

G 

13 

14 

4 

6 

2 

1 . 
2 

34 

35 

Lupus,  ... 

Males 

Females 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i . 

6 

10 

Other  Parts  or  Organs, 

Males 

Females 

1 

I 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

i 

3 . 

8 

9 

Total 

17 

45 

58 

94 

29 

12 

13 

1 269 

Notification. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  46  as 
against  48  last  year  and  59  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
Twelve  of  these  died  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  average 
period  of  survival  being  19  days.  In  one  the  diagnosis  was 
not  confirmed  and  3 were  still  under  observation  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  those  cases  classified  according  to 
age  groups  and  situations  of  lesions : — 


LESION. 

Under  5 years 

5 — 10  years 

10 — 15  years 

15 — 25  years 

25 — 35  years 

35 — 45  years 

45 — 65  years 

65  upwards 

Total 

Abdomen  

Spine,  ... 

Bones  and  Joints 
exclusive  of  Spine  ... 

Superficial  Glands 

Lupus  

Other  Parts  or  Organs, 

j Males 
j Females 
\ Males 
/ Females 
i Males 
l Females 
| Males 
/ Females 
i Males 
1 Females 
j Males 
I Females 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

"i 

i 

::: 

i 

... 

5 
4 

6 

0 

4 
6 
2 

5 

1 

4 

7 

Total, 

... 

8 

10 

9 

10 

4 

4 

i 

46 
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The  home  conditions  of  the  various  notified  cases  were  found 
to  be  as  follows : — 


Number 

of 

Cases. 

Percentage 

of 

Total. 

Percentage  of 
dotal  Houses 
in  the  Burgh. 

1 Apartment,  .... 

7 

] 5 

9 

2 Auartments,  - - - 

22 

48 

44 

3 Apartments, .... 

1 1 

24 

29 

4 Apartments,  - 

4 

9 

9 

5 Apartments  and  over,  - 

1 

O 

9 

Institutions,  I odginghouses,  etc. 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  M eningitis: — 

Number  of  cases  discovered,  10 

Number  of  cases  notified,  9 

Number  of  deaths,  - - - - - 9 

One  case  in  a child  of  five  was  notified,  but  the  diagnosis  was 
not  verified,  and  one  other  case,  a child  of  six,  was  a death 
transfer  from  another  district,  and  no  definite  information  is 
available  regarding  it.  Of  the  remaining  eight,  two  were  six 
years  of  age ; one  died  on  the  date  of  notification,  and  the  other 
the  following  day.  One  case  aged  eight  was  ill  for  five  days, 
one  aged  nine  for  eleven  days,  one  aged  eleven  for  four  days. 
Two  cases  were  aged  fourteen,  of  whom  one  died  on  the  date  of 
notification,  and  the  other  was  only  one  day  ill.  The  remain- 
ing case  was  sixteen  years  of  age  and  died  after  an  illness  of 
six  days.  Four  cases  only  had  any  family  history;  in  one  a 
brother  had  died  of  tuberculosis;  in  another  a brother  and 
sister  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis;  in  the  third  an  uncle 
and  cousin  had  died  of  tuberculosis;  and  in  the  other  a cousin 
was  actually  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Dispensary. — The  number  of  patients  who  attended  the  dis- 
pensary during  the  year  was  176.  Twenty-six  X-ray  examina- 
tions were  carried  out. 

Twenty-three  cases  were  notified  before  being  seen  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  41  were  referred  for  his  opinion,  and  of 
these  23  were  accepted  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  14  were 
not  accepted,  while  4 were  still  under  observation  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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Ultra-Violet  Light  Therapy. — The  mercury  vapour  lamp  was 
in  use  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculous  conditions  and  actually  burned  for  267  hours.  As 
has  been  before  reported,  the  results  were  satisfactory,  parti- 
cularly in  superficial  conditions,  and  in  the  improvement  of 
general  health.  The  following  conditions  were  treated! — 


Tuberculosis  of  Superficial  Glands,  13 

Tuberculosis  of  Skin,  -----  6 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints,  - - 5 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen,  4 

General  Debility,  -----  10 


Domiciliary  Treatment. — Fifty-two  cases  received  extra 
nourishment  during  the  year  : the  details  are  given  later. 

Home  Supervision. — The  number  of  patients  not  attending 
the  dispensary  who  were  under  home  supervision  by  the  visit- 
ing nurses  was  at  31st  December,  14,  the  average  number  dur- 
ing the  period  being  thirteen. 

Institutional  Treatment: — The  following  table  gives 

the  numbers  treated  in  the  various'  institutions  used  : — 


St.  Andrew’s 
Home,  Millport. 

Smithston 

Pavilion. 

~ 1 

S3 

— _ 

i § 

2C 

Number  at  1st  January,  1931, 

24  3 

Admitted  during  the  year, 

21  1 

l 

Treated  during  the  year 

45  4 

l 

Discharged  during  the  year, 

15  3 

Died, 

1 1 

... 

Remaining  at  31st  Deo.,  1931. 

*29 

l 

All  Tuberculosis  : — 


The  number  on  the  tuberculosis  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  576.  The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensary 
was  494  and  the  total  attendances  amounted  to  3,528  as  against 
4,274  last  year,  and  3,121  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
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The  detail  was  as  follows : — 


Type  of  Case. 

Number  of 
Patients. 

Primary 

Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Pulmonary, 

•210 

68 

1,542 

Mon-Pulmonary, 

119 

31 

1.497 

Suspect,  . 

139 

65 

242 

Contact, 

26 

11 

82 

Total. 

494 

165 

3,363 

The  number  of  patients  visited  in  their  homes  was  683  and 
the  total  supervisory  visits  paid  amounted  to  4,844. 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  extra  nourishment  was 
199  as  against  188  last  year  and  119  the  last  five  yearly  aver- 
age. The  total  cost  of  this  service  was  £764. 

The  number  of  prescriptions  paid  for  by  the  local  authority 
under  the  scheme  was  387  and  the  total  cost  £29  10s  6d.  The 
number  of  persons  who  received  these  prescriptions  was  117 
and  the  average  cost  per  person  was  5/-. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  83  patients  received  assistance 
through  the  Renfrewshire  King  Edward  Memorial  Fund  as 
follows : — 


Clothing, 70 

Rent,  - --  --  --  -31 

Dental  treatment,  -----  16 

Beds  and  Bedding,  -----  4 

Throat  Spray, 2 

Repair  of  special  boots,  - - - - 1 

Spectacles,  ------  1 

Milk, 1 


MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SCHEME. 

As  far  as  figures  go  1934  would  appear  to  have  been  a fairly 
good  year. 

The  maternal  death-rate  as  estimated  in  this  department 
was  4.21  as  against  the  past  five  yearly  average  of  6.29. 

The  percentage  of  children  whose  births  were  notified  that 
were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  was  89.75  as  against  91.23 
the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
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The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  89.10.  Analysis  of  this  rate 
is  given  in  the  Table  incorporated  in  this  section.  As  is  nor- 
mally found,  a considerable  proportion  of  the  deaths  of  infants 
occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life,  the  rate  for  that  period 
alone  being  31.91,  which  figure  has  not  varied  to  any  extent 
during  the  last  ten  years.  The  first  week  is  indeed  a fatal 
period  in  a child’s  life,  the  chief  causes  of  death  being  atrophy, 
debility  and  marasmus,  and  prematurity.  This  heavy  mortality 
appears  successfully  to  resist  all  efforts  made  to  reduce  it,  and 
this  is  one  reason,  if  reason  were  needed,  why  ante-natal 
supervision  is  so  important  in  order  to  prevent  if  possible,  by 
extras  in  diet  and  medical  measures,  the  birth  of  premature 
and  debilitated  infants. 


Another  factor  which  is  probably  of  considerable  importance 
in  infantile  mortality  is  the  gradual  but  persistent  reduction 
in  the  numbers  of  mothers  who  are  feeding  their  babies  at  the 
breast.  On  this  subject  it  is  rather  difficult  to  get  accurate  in- 
formation, but  the  following  figures  are  certainly  a close  ap- 
proximation of  the  true  position  with  regard  to  children  at  the 
age  of  six  months 


Year. 

1925, 

Percentage  of  Infants 
Breast  fed  or  Partially  Breast  fed. 

76.84. 

1926. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71.84. 

1927, 

- 

- 

- 

67.29. 

1928, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

68.95. 

1929, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

64.55. 

1930, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

67.32. 

1931, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

67.48. 

1932, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

67.33. 

1933, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

64.12. 

1934, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

57.17. 

This  decline  in  breast  feeding  seems  to  be  in  large  measure 
a product  of  the  changing  times  and  is  most  apparent  in  the 
young  mother.  Breast  feeding  restricts  her  freedom  and  she 
is  not  prepared,  at  the  cost  of  some  trouble  to  herself,  to  dis- 
cipline her  baby  as  the  mother  of  other  days  used  to  do.  Again 
the  provision  of  milk  at  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres, 
and  the  multiplicity  of  comparatively  cheap  dried  milks  on  the 
market  make  bottle  feeding  easier  and  cheaper  for  her  than 
formerly.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  breast  milk  is  the 
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best  food  for  the  average  baby,  and  it  is  indeed  a great  pity  that 
the  present  generation  is  discarding  a natural  and  proved 
method  for  one  more  easy  but  less  safe  for  the  future  genera- 
tion. 

During  the  period  of  the  measles  epidemic  a nurse  of  the 
Greenock  and  District  Nursing  Association  visited  all  cases 
under  five  and  gave  advice  and  general  direction,  arranging 
for  nursing  services  and  the  provision  of  milk  when  these  were 
required.  This  was  found  to  be  a very  useful  measure,  and  one 
generally  welcomed  by  the  mothers  of  the  children. 

The  admission  of  debilitated  mothers  and  their  children  to  the 
Mission  Coast  Homes,  Saltcoats,  which  was  begun  during  1933 
was  continued  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  of  great  benefit. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal 
clinics  was  again  a record  figure,  namely  997,  or  just  over  60 
per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in  the  burgh.  This  is  encouraging 
but  could  still  be  improved  upon. 

During  the  year  1934  the  clinic  premises  at  Shaw  Place  were 
abandoned  and  later  handed  over  for  the  u.se  of  the  Children’s 
Hospital.  The  new  central  premises  at  Terrace  Road  came  into 
use  in  June  and  have  proved  of  great  advantage  both  in  in- 
creased and  better  accommodation  and  in  having  the  female 
venereal  diseases  clinic  in  the  same  building. 

A new  ante-natal  clinic  was  instituted  at  which  all  cases 
booked  for  the  maternity  hospital  and  all  others  in  which  the 
Medical  Officer  or  any  general  practitioner  wishes  to  have 
a second  opinion,  are  seen  by  the  hospital  surgeon  accoucheurs. 
This  consultation  clinic  supplies  a satisfactory  laison  between 
the  patient  before  confinement  and  the  doctor  who  will  attend 
her  in  hospital. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  hospital  treatment  of 
orthopaedic  cases  in  children  at  St.  Andrew’s  Home,  Millport, 
and  a diagnostic  and  follow  up  clinic  will  be  instituted  when  the 
number  of  cases  justifies  it. 

The  Corporation  granted  at  a nominal  rent  the  use  of  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  premises  on  one  evening  every 
fortnight  to  the  Birth  Control  Association  to  hold  a voluntary 
clinic. 
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The  Department  has  again  to  thank  the  Inspectors  of  the 
R.S.S.P.C.C.  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  help. 

Births  :• — 

Number  registered  (corrected),  -[  pff^jji^te,  | OJW)  >.661 


Number  notified,  - --  --  --  --  1,708 

Number  of  births  classified  according  to  nature  of  attendance: — 

Medical  Practitioner,  ------  239 

Midwife,  - - - - - - - 1,281 

Institution,  -------  188 

Percentage  of  notified  births  visited,  - - - - 89.75 

Stillbirths  : — 

Number  of  stillbirths  (births  of  dead  children),  - (79)  85 


Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  births  of  dead  children  after 
the  expiry  of  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  Eighty-five  cases  were 
notified,  of  which  16  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  where  abnormal 
cases  are  treated. 

Each  of  these  stillbirths  was  investigated  as  it  occurred  From  the 
investigation  the  following  facts  were  elicited 

(1)  Age  of  Mother. — 

Under  20,  11 ; 20-24,  19  ; 25-29,  17;  30-34,  23;  35-39,  4;  40  and 
over,  11. 

(2)  Number  of  Pregnancy. — 

First,  24;  second,  15;  third,  12;  fourth,  8;  fifth,  3;  sixth,  4; 
eighth,  5;  ninth  and  over,  14. 

(3)  Duration  of  Pregnancy. — 

In  twenty-one  cases  pregnancy  had  lasted  for  seven  months, 
in  eleven  cases  eight  months,  in  fifty-three  cases  stillbirth 
occurred  at  term. 

(4)  Nature  of  Attendance. — 

Midwife,  52;  Midwife  and  Doctor,  10;  Doctor,  5;  Midwife. 
Doctor  and  Institution,  18. 

(5)  Presentation. — 

Vertex,  62;  Breech,  13;  Foot,  4;  Transverse,  3;  Hand,  2; 
Shoulder,  1. 
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(6)  Nature  of  Interference. — 

No  interference,  70;  Forceps,  11;  Forceps  and  version,  3; 
version,  1. 


(7)  Condition  of  Child. — 

Normal,  50;  Macerated,  27 ; Abnormality,  8. 

(8)  Condition  of  Placenta. — 

Healthy,  57;  Unhealthy,  26;  Adherent,  2. 


(9)  Ante-Natal  health  of  Mother. — 
Good,  48;  fair,  17;  poor,  20. 


(10)  Ante-natal  Supervision. — 

Ante-natal  clinic,  42;  doctor  or  midwife,  13,  no  supervision, 
30. 

(11)  Causal  Factors. 


(1)  Ante-natal  deaths, 

Renal  conditions, 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage, 
Illness  of  mother, 

Venereal  conditions, 
Gynaecological  conditions. 
No  obvious  cause, 
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8 

7 

7 

3 

3 

27 


(2)  Intra-natal  deaths,  obstetrical  difficulty,  - 22 


Abnormal  presentation, 
Delayed  labour, 
Contracted  pelvis,  - 
Prolapse  of  cord, 


9 

6 

4 

3 


(3)  Abnormality  of  Child, 


Abortions. — 

Fift\ -one  abortions  were  investigated  in  49  married  and  2 unmarried 
women  and  the  causes  elicited  were  as  follows: — 


43. 


Maternal  strain  or  injury,  4;  illness  of  mother,  4;  cause  unknown, 


Inkantii.i-  Mortality. 


Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year, 
Rate  per  1,000  births,  - 


148 

89.10 


30 


Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1,000  births  classified  according 
to  age  groups  and  causes  of  death  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week 

1 — 4 weeks. 

E GliOl 

1 * 

00  — 

o r 

SS 

-t>  CO 

P8. 

| 

X 

XX  X - 

3 3 3 S 

= 2 2 - 

X 

z 

c 

© 

7 i 

Chickeupox, 

Measles, 

..  ! 3 

o 

t/ 

1.81 

Scarlet  Fever, 

... 

Whooping  Cough, 

3 

3 

1.81 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

1 

1 

0.60 

Erysipelas, 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 

Meningitis  (non-tnhercnlous). 

i 

1 

2 

].2ii 

Hydrocephalus,  ...  .*. 

1 

1 

2 

1.20 

Convulsions, 

3 

2 

i 

1 

7 

4.22 

Pneumonia  (all  forms). 

o 

9 11 

2d 

15.65 

Bronchitis, 

1 

1 

0 6o 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

4 

7 4 

15 

9.03 

Other  Digestive  Diseases,  * ... 

1 

1 

0 60 

Congenital  Malformations, 

... 

Congenital  Heart  Disease, 

Premature  Birth. 

28 

T> 

5 

38 

22.  SS 

Atrophy,  Debility,  & Marasmus 

19 

5 

6 

6 7 

42 

25.29 

Atelectasis, 

Injury  at  Birth, 

... 

Suffocation,  Overlaying, 

Syphilis, 

1 

1 

0.60 

All  other  Causes, 

1 

• 

' 

2 2 

6 

3.61 

Total  Deaths. 

53 

13 

23 

25  | 34 

148 

Rate  per  1000  Births, 

31.91 

7.82 

13.85 

15.05  ' 20.47 

S9.10 

This  Table  is  compiled  from  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  (Register  General). 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  pregnancy  or  confine- 
ment, -.---.---9 
Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  puerperal  sepsis  (details 
will  be  found  under  deaths  and  death-rate),  - 1 

Maternal  death-rate  (Public  Health  Department),  4.21 

IIomk  Visitation: — 

(1)  Tnfants: — 

Number  of  children  visited,  - (2,581)  2,465 

Number  of  first  visits,  ...  (1,682)  1,551 

Number  of  re-visits,  ...  (16,958)  16,746 


Note — The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  5 years, 
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Number  of  Infants  at  age  of  6 months : — 


(regarding  whom  information 
(i)  Breast  fed, 

is  available). 

- (714) 

610 

(ii)  Partially  breast  fed,  - 

- (122) 

95 

(iii)  Artificially  fed, 

- (427) 

528 

Number  of  infants  born  : — 

(regarding  whom  information 
(i)  Prematurely, 

is  availible). 

- (29) 

26 

(ii)  At  full  time, 

- 

1507 

(2) 

Children  (1-5  years): — 

Number  of  children  visited, 

6,685 

Number  of  first  visits, 

(37) 

16 

Number  of  re-visits, 

(24.076) 

24.095 

(3) 

Expectant  Mothers:— 
Number  of  first  visits, 

162 

Number  of  re-visits, 

- 

24 

(4) 

Nursing  Mothers: — 

Number  of  first  visits, 

38 

Number  of  re-visits, 

- 

13 

(5) 

Visits  of  Special  Enquiry, 

- 

56 

Ante-Natal  Consultations  : — 


Two  sessions  of  two  hours  are  held  weekly  at  Terrace  Road  Clinic, 
and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending, 

Total  number  of  attendances,  {frequent,  - 
Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 


(697)  997 

(607)  932 

(1,500)  2,689 


Conditions  directly  connected  with  pregnancy: — 

Abnormal  presentation,  - - - 46 

Albuminuria,  ------  87 

Contracted  pelvis,  ------  33 

Doubtful  pregnancy,  -----  22 

Oedema, 21 

Threatened  abortion, 18 

Anaemia  and  debility,  ------  130 

Cardiac  conditions,  ------  20 

Dental  conditions,  ------  64 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  - 7 

Eye  conditions,  -------  2 

Gastric  conditions,  ------  81 

Gynaecological  conditions, 21 

Respiratory  conditions,  -----  58 

Nervous  conditions, 2 

Septic  conditions, 

Skin  conditions,  - --  --  --  2 

Venereal  diseases,  ------  5 

No  abnormality — advice  given,  - 668 


Note — The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  5 years. 
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Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinic: — 


Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending,  - 21 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found: — 

Breech  presentation,  ------  11 

Gynaecological  conditions,  -----  3 

Pregnancy  doubtful,  ------  3 

Presentation  doubtful,  -----  1 

Transverse  presentation.  -----  1 

No  abnormality,  ------  2 


Post-Natal  and  Other  Consultations:  — 


Two  sessions  weekly  of  two  hours  are  held  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic, 
and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  in  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Number  of  attendances' {l^cjuent' 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found: — 

Anaemia  and  debility*,  - - - 

Cardiac  disease,  - 
Digestive  conditions,  - 

Dental  conditions,  - 

Eye  conditions,  - - - - 

Genito-urinary  conditions, 
Gynaecological  conditions, 
Nervous  conditions,  - 

Respiratory  conditions, 
Rheumatism,  - - 

Septic  conditions,  - 

Skin  conditions,  - 
No  abnormality — advice  given, 


451 

589 


170 

3 
21 
94 

7 

14 

17 

4 
22 

1 

17 

12 

144 


Child  Welfare  Consultations  : — 


Two  session  of  two  hours  are  held  weekly  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic,  and 
two  similar  sessions  are  held  in  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Total  number  of  children  attending:— 


Under  one  year  of  age,f 
Over  one  year  of  age,  / 


at  30th  June,  1934.  j 


Number  of  first  attendances: — 


1,121 

964 


Under  one  year  of  age, 
Over  one  year  of  age, 

Total  number  of  attendances: — 

Under  one  year  of  age, 
Over  one  year  of  age, 


(851)  910 

(185)  170 


(6,118)  6,974 
(3,895)  4,470 


Note  The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  5 years. 
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Illnesses  recorded : — 


Accidents,  - --  --  --  - 6 

Anaemia  and  debility,  516 

Blood  conditions,  ------  1 

Bone  conditions,  - --  --  --  5 

Cardiac  conditions,  ------  2 

Dental  conditions,  ------  107 

Digestive  conditions,  ------  267 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  - - - 75 

Eye  conditions,  - --  --  --  39 

Gastric  conditions,  ------  3 

Genito-urinary  conditions,  - - - - 59 

Glandular  conditions,  - - - - 36 

Infectious  conditions,  -----  57 

Mental  deficiency,  ------  2 

Nervous  conditions,  ------  2 

Respiratory  conditions,  -----  244 

Rickets,  - --  --  --  - 64 

Septic  conditions,  ------  150 

Skin  conditions,  -------  189 

Tuberculosis  conditions,  -----  ] 

Venereal  diseases,  ------  2 

No  abnormality — advice  given,  - 650 

No  abnormality — vaccination  performed,  - - 122 


Special  Treatment  Centres.- — - 

Teeth — Corporation  Dental  Clinic. 
Number  of  attendances: — 


Mothers,  expectant,  ------  88 

Mothers,  nursing,  ------  222 

Children,  - --  --  --  - 130 

Work  carried  out : — 

Mothers : — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (local  anaesthetic),  - 238 

Gums  treated,  - --  --  --  62 

Advice  given,  - --  --  --  10 

Children  : — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (no  anaesthetic),  - - 121 

Gums  treated,  - - 

Advice  given,  - --  --  --  — 


Number  of  dentures  supplied  : — 

Upper  and  lower  dentures, 
Upper  dentures, 


Eyes — Greenock  Eye  Infirmary. 

Number  of  attendances,  Children, 

Nursing  Mothers, 


1 

12 


1,157 

2 
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Summary  of  conditions  present : — 

Children : — 

Conjunctival  conditions,  - 

Corneal  conditions, 

Congenital  defects,  .... 

Eyelid  conditions,  - 

Injury,  - - - 

Lachrymal  conditions,  - 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum,  - 

Ophthalmia,  other,  - 

Refraction  errors,  ----- 

Mothers : — 

Corneal  conditions,  - 

Refraction  errors,  - - - - - 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Dispensary. 

Number  of  attendances,  Children,  - - - 

Nursing  Mothers, 

Summary  of  conditions  found 

Children : — 

Diseases  of  ear,  ------ 

» >>  nose, 

„ „ lymphatic  glands,  ... 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  - - - 

Foreign  body,  ------ 

Injury  to  nose,  ------ 

Operations  performed : — 

Tonsillectomy  and  adeneclomy,  - 
Mastoid,  complete,  ----- 
Mastoid,  incomplete,  - - - - 

Mothers : — 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  - 
Neuralgia,  ------- 

Other  Ailments — Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 

Children  : — 

Number  of  attendances,  - 

Number  who  received  in-patient  treatment, 

Summary  of  conditions  found : — 

Bone  and  joint  conditions,  - 

Digestive  diseases,  ----- 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 

Glandular  conditions,  ----- 
Genito-urinary  conditions,  - - - 

Injuries  and  fractures,  - - - - 

Nervous  conditions,  - - - - - 


42 

18 

1 

28 

21 

2 

16 

10 

34 


1 

1 


1,126 

3 


67 

18 

6 

15 

3 

2 


36 

1 

2 


1 

1 


1,563 

137 


8 

36 

11 

1 

73 

316 

2 
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Respiratory  conditions,  -----  23 

Septic  conditions,  ------  72 

Skin  conditions,  - --  --  --  3 

Tuberculous  conditions,  -----  l 

Under  observation,  ------  13 

No  abnormality,  - --  --  --  18 

Mothers : — 

Number  of  attendances,  -----  6 

Number  who  receive  in-patient  treatment,  - 4 

Summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Bone  and  joint  conditions,  -----  2 

Gynaecological  conditions,  -----  4 

Gcnito-urinary  conditions,  -----  l 

Septic  conditions,  ------  2 

Threatened  abortion,  1 

Ultra-Violet  Licjht  Clinic: — 

Number  of  cases  under  one  year  of  age,  - - - - 31 

Number  of  cases  over  one  year  of  age,  - - - - 171 

Number  of  attendances,  - -----  3,039 

Conditions  treated : — 

Anaemia, - - - - 4 

Bronchial  conditions, 2 

Debility,  - 90 

Glandular  conditions,  ------  7 

Rickets,  - --  --  --  --  71 

Underweight,  28 

Food  and  Mtlk  : — 

Milk,  eggs  and  butter  were  provided  as  under : — 

Milk:— 

Mothers,  expectant,  ------  226 

Mothers,  Nursing,  ------  62 

Children,  --------  562 

All  of  these  cases  were  certified  on  medical  grounds  as  requiring  milk, 
and  all  were  considered  necessitous.  In  this  way  14,624  gallons  of  milk 
were  supplied  during  the  year  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £1,506  7s. 

Food : — 

Number  of  eggs  supplied,  -----  2,133 

Approximate  cost, £15  9 0 

Pounds  of  butter  supplied,  -----  74 

Approximate  cost,  - - - - - £4  14  3 

Dried  milk  substitutes: — 

Number  of  children,  ------  171 

Number  of  mothers,  ------  4 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  of  food  were  pro- 
vided at  cost  price,  and  1195  were  given  free  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
£95  in  necessitous  cases. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  outlined  in  last  year’s  annual 
report. 
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Measles  : — 


Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 

householder),  - 983 

>T  , r , , | from  measles,  - 12 

Number  of  deaths  (from  seqUelae,  included  above,  - 11 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  - 22 

Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits,  - - - 985 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  -----  1 


Whooping  Cough  : — 


Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 
householder,  - --  --  --  - 

Number  of  deaths  (from  whooping  cough  - - 

I  from  sequelae,  included  above, 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  - - - 

Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits,  - - - - 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  - - - - - 

During  the  year  a special  clinic  for  the  vaccine  treatment  of  cases  of 
whooping  cough  was  held  once  weekly  at  Terrace  Road  Clinic.  The 
treatment  consisted  of  one  injection  weekly  on  three  consecutive  weeks, 
and  the  results  were  found  to  be  satisfactory^.  Twenty-four  cases  re- 
ceived treatment  as  follows  : — 

1 injection,  - - - 24 

2 injections,  - - - - 20 

3 injections,  - 17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum: — 

( by  medical  practitioners,  4 | 

Number  of  cases  notified-  by  midwives,  - 35  39 

l by  institution,  - — J 

Number  of  cases  proved  to  be  gonococcal,  - — 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  eye  infirmary 

(out-patients),  - --  --  --  13 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  - — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable  loss 

of  vision,  - --  --  --  - — 

As  formerly,  bus  fares  were  paid  in  necessitous  cases  where  children 
were  attending  the  Eye  Infirmary  from  a distance. 

Provision  of  MidwiferyServices  in  Necessitous  Cases: — 


62 

5 

2 

3 


Cases  under  investigation  at  1st  January,  1934,  - - 138 

Number  of  applications  received,  -----  683 

Number  of  applications  granted,  - - - - 390 

Number  of  applications  not  granted,  - 276 

Maternity  benefit,  -----  240 

Income  over  scale,  - 5 

Late  application, 12 

Other  reasons,  -----  19 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration  at  31st 

December,  1934,  -------  155 

Total  expenditure,  ------  £446  17  6 


Greenock  Corporation  Maternity  Hospital. 


6 

3 

6 

3 

2 

1 

5 

19 


18 


3 

5 


Number  in  hospital  at  1st  January,  1934, 

Number  of  admissions  during  1934, 

Number  of  live  births,  - 

Number  of  stillbirths,  - - - - 

Number  of  deaths,  - 

Number  of  discharges,  - 

Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1934, 

Analysis  of  admissions  : — 

Ante-natal  cases,  - 

Abnormal  and  complicated  confinements, 
Other  cases  of  confinement,  - 
Abortions,  ------ 

Post-natal  cases, 


Mothers.  Children. 

5 4 

202  1 

150 
16 

4 7 

198  143 

5 5 


45 

59 

92 

2 

4 


Total  admissions,  -------  202 


(1)  Ante-natal  cases,  -------  - 45 

Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 

Albuminuria,  - 1 discharged  undelivered  : 4 delivered 

and  recovered  : 1 delivered,  retained 

placenta,  discharged  well. 


Eclampsia,  - 1 forceps  deliver}',  child  died,  dis- 

charged well : 1 treated  and  dis- 
charged undelivered : 1 treated,  died  undelivered. 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage,  - 2 discharged  undelivered : 2 de- 

livered, discharged  well : 1 delivered 
Stillbirth,  discharged  well : 1 treated,  died  undelivered. 


Pyelitis,  - - - - - 3 treated,  discharged  undelivered. 

Cardiac  Disease,  - - - 2 treated,  discharged  undelivered. 

Gastric  Ulcer,  - delivered,  discharged  well. 

Ante-natal  observation,  - - 2 delivered,  discharged  well : 3 dis- 

charged, undelivered. 

False  labour,  - - - - treated  and  discharged  well. 

(2)  Abnormal  and  Complicated  Confinements,  - - 59 


Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 

Contracted  Pelvis,  - - 4 forceps  delivery,  discharged  well : 

1 forceps  delivery,  stillbirth,  dis- 
charged well : 1 forceps  delivery,  child  died,  discharged  well : 
1 delivered,  stillbirth,  discharged  well:  1 Albuminuria,  forceps 
delivery,  discharged  well:  6 delivered,  discharged  well:  2 ver- 
sion, stillbirth,  discharged  well : 2 Caesarean  Section,  discharged 
well. 

Flat  Pelvis,  - - - - 3 delivered,  discharged  well. 

Albuminuria,  - - - - 3 delivered,  discharged  well:  1 for 

ceps  delivery,  adherent  placenta,  dis- 
charged well : 1 surgical  induction,  delivered,  discharged  well. 
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2 Eclampsia, 

1 Breech  Presentation, 

3 Foot  Presentation, 


1 delivered,  discharged  well : 1 
hydramnios,  version,  discharged  well. 

delivered,  discharged  well. 

2 delivered,  discharged  well:  1 

delivered,  child  died,  discharged  well. 


1  Face  Presentation,  - version,  discharged  well. 

3  Transverse  Presentation,  - 1 version,  child  died,  discharged 

well : 1 version,  stillbirth,  discharged 
well : 1 version,  stillbirth,  adherent  placenta,  discharged  well. 


1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 


1 

1 


Face  to  Pubes  Presentation,  - delivered,  discharged  well. 


Vertex  Presentation, 

charged  well. 
Debility,  - - - 

Cardiac  Disease,  . - 

Uterine  Inertia, 


2  forceps  delivery,  discharged  well : 

1 forceps  delivery,  stillbirth,  dis- 

2 delivered,  discharged  well. 

3 delivered,  discharged  well : 1 

breech  version,  discharged  well. 

2 delivered,  discharged  well : 1 for- 
ceps delivery,  discharged  well. 


Adherent  Placenta,  - delivered,  discharged  well. 

Twin  Pregnancy,  - - - 1 delivered,  discharged  well: 

breech  and  cord  presentation : 
breech,  delivered,  discharged  well. 

(3)  Other  Cases  on  Confinement,  - 

(4)  Abortions,  - - * - 

Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 


1 

1 

92 

2 


Complete  Abortion,  - - treated  and  died. 


Contracted  Pelvis,  - - Caearean  Section,  discharged  well. 


(5)  Post-natal  cases,  - --  --  --  4 

3  Eclampsia,  - treated,  2 discharged  well : 1 died. 

1 Difficult  Delivery,  - treated,  removed  from  institution. 

Other  information  : — 

(a)  Number  of  normal  deliveries,  -----  90 

(b)  Number  of  cases  delivered  without  medical  attend- 

ance at  delivery,  -------  134 

(c)  Number  of  instrumental  deliveries,  exclusive  of 

those  appearing  under  (2).  - - - - 2 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  removed  from 

institution,  - --  --  --  - — 

(e)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  - 3 

(f)  Number  of  cases  under  (e)  in  which  delivery  was 

instrumental,  - --  --  --  — 

(g)  Number  of  deaths,  - --  --  --  4 

Post-natal  eclampsia,  adherent  placenta,  1 
Eclampsia,  undelivered,  1 

Anle-partum  haemorrhage,  undelivered,  1 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  abortion,  1 
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(h)  Number  of  infants  born,  ( smborn~  - - - ' 1 6 

Number  of  sets  of  Twins  (both  alive),  - 2 

(i)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  8 days  old,  - 6 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  over  8 days  old,  - 1 

(j)  Streptococcus  antitoxin  was  given  after  delivery  in 

25  cases  of  abnormal  or  difficult  confinement  with 
the  following  result : — 

Puerperim  normal,  23 

Rise  of  Temperature  (1  admitted 
post-natal  and  1 case  of  synovitis 
with  ante-natal  pyrexia),  - 2 

Hospitals  for  Sick  Children: — 

Children’s  Hospital,  Shaw  Place  : — 

Number  in  hospital  as  at  1st  January,  1934,  - - 25 

Number  admitted  during  the  year,  - 136 

Numberdischarged,  -------  108 

Number  died, 26 

Number  remaining  in  hospital  at  31st  Dec.,  1934,  - 27 

Average  period  of  residence,  - 60.53  days 

The  following  were  the  conditions  present  and  the  results 
of  treatment  during  1934 : — 


Condition. 

Cases  in  hospiial 
1st  January,  1934 

Cases  admitted 

QJ 

> 

O 

s* 

Not  Improved. 

Died. 

Removed  to 
Gateside  Hosp. 

Removed  to 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Removed  to  St. 
Andrew’s  Horae, 
Millport. 

Cases  remaining 
in  Hospital 
3 1st  Dec..  1934. 

Accident  to  Hip, 

1 

1 

Anaemiu  and  Debility, 

5 , 38 

19 

1 

1 

7 

15 

Bronchitis, 

2 9 

7 

2 

1 

Convulsions, 

2 

1 

1 

Gastro  enteritis,  . . 

6 12 

9 

2 

3 

2 

o 

Henoch’s  Purpura, 

1 

1 

Keratitis, 

1 

1 

Marasmus, 

2 18 

4 

4 

10 

2 

Nephritis, 

2 

2 

Pemphigus, 

1 2 

a 

Pneumonia, 

2 20 

9 

6 

4 

1 

2 

Prematuritv,  .. 

3 

3 

Pyloric  Conditions,  .. 

2 

2 

Rickets, 

3 9 

7 

2 

1 

o 

Septic  conditions, 

2 7 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Skin  conditions, 

2 6 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  conditions 

...  i 3 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Total, 

25  *136 

73 

11 

26 

21 

2 

1 

27 
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Thirty-eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the 
year:  one  case  of  diphtheria,  3 of  scarlet  fever,  and  17  of 
measles  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
while  17  cases  of  chickenpox  were  nursed  in  the  hospital. 

Convalescent  Homes  : — 

Debilitated  mothers  after  confinement  are  admitted  to  the 
Mission  Coast  Home,  Saltcoats  along  with  their  babies. 

Number  of  admissions,  - - 15 

Average  period  of  residence,  10.5  days 


MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

During  1934  certified  midwives  attended  75  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births  in  the  burgh.  This  figure  has  been  very  gradually 
declining  of  late  years,  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  being 
79  per  cent. 


Midwives  found  it  necessary  to  call  in  medical  assistance  in 
emergency  in  44  per  cent,  of  their  cases.  This  figure  has  been 
increasing  steadily  and  rapidly  and  is  nearly  three  times  what 
it  was  ten  years  ago,  the  average  over  the  last  ten  years  being 
28  per  cent.  It  corresponds  closely  with  the  figures  of  other 
industrial  burghs  in  Scotland  and  this  suggests  that  the  in- 
crease probably  depends  in  part  at  least  on  economic  factors. 
The  tendency,  however,  is  rather  disquieting. 


Analysis  of  the  figures  shows  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  all  of  the  most  easily  defined  midwifery  emergencies,  as 
follows 


Total  emergencies,  - 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage, 
Abortion,  threatened  or  complete, 
Post-partum  haemorrhage, 
Ruptured  perineum, 

Stillbirth,  .... 


Average  of  10  Years 
1934.  1924-1933. 


565 

382 

40 

21 

40 

9 

12 

5 

82 

71 

62 
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Births : — 

Total  number  of  births  (notified),  ------ 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children,  - 
Number  of  births  attended  by  midwives,  - 
Number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  occurring  in  the  practice 
of  midwives,  - --  --  --  -- 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - - - 


1.708 

57 


1,281 
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41 


Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : — 


Total  number  of  cases,  -------- 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis: — 

Total  number  of  cases,  - --  --  --  - 

Total  number  of  deaths, 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  cases  not' attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia: — 

Total  number  of  cases,  - --  --  --  - 

Total  number  of  deaths,  - --  --  --  - 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - 

Cases  of  Stillbirth  (I)ead  Born  Children)  : — 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1934,  ------ 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives 
during  1934,  - --  --  --  -- 


39 

35 


1 

1 


13 

1 

11 


85 

62 


Of  the  cases,  16  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  where  abnormal 
cases  arc  treated. 


Cases  of  Emergency  :- — 

There  were  565  cases  of  emergency,  namely : — 

Ante-natal. 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  40;  Eclampsia,  5;  Illness  of  mother, 
79;  Oedema,  5;  Threatened  and  complete  abortion,  40. 

Intra-natal. 

Abnormal  presentation,  26;  Adherent  placenta,  15;  Contracted 
pelvis,  27;  Delayed  labour,  82;  Maternal  distress,  8;  Prolapse  of 
cord,  2;  Torn  perineum,  82;  Uterine  inertia,  12. 

Post-natal. 

Illness  of  mother,  15;  Pyrexia,  19;  Post-partum  haemorrhage,  12. 

Child. 

Abnormality,  3;  Illness  of  child,  26,  Prematurity,  29;  Stillborn,  38. 
Notification  : — 

The  following  notification  required  under  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  and  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Regulations  (Scotland),  1918,  were  received: — 

Notification  of  stillbirth,  - - - - - - 55 

Notification  of  having  advised  artificial  feeding,  18 

Notification  of  death,  ------  12 
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Notification  of  having  laid  out  a dead  body,  - 7 

Notification  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection, 
Notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  - 35 

Notification  of  patient’s  failure  to  follow  advice,  - 79 


Supervision  : — 


Forty-five  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within  the 
burgh,  but  only  31  were  actually  in  practice.  Of  the  latter,  27  resided 
in  the  burgh  of  Greenock,  3 in  the  burgh  of  Port-Glasgow,  and  1 in  the 
burgh  of  Gourock. 


One  humlred-and-eight  supervisory  visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Midwives  during  the  year.  One  midwife  was  reported  to  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  and  her  name  was  ultimately  removed  from  the  roll. 
With  this  exception  the  work  of  the  midwives  has  been  on  the  whole 
satisfactory. 


All  the  expectant  mothers  referred  to  as  having  failed  to  follow  advice 
given  by  their  midwife  were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors,  with  the 
following  results  :• — 


Stated  that  own  doctor  was  in  attendance,  - 5 

Promised  to  call  in  own  doctor,  -----  28 

Confinement  found  to  be  over  or  due,  - 14 

Refused  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic,  or  to  seek 

medical  advice,  - --  --  --  19 

Persuaded  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic,  - - - - 13 


These  figures  show  a marked  improvement  since  last  year  and  indicate 
that  this  notification  will  probably  prove  a useful  measure  in  the  future. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

It  was  always  a difficult  matter  to  decide  on  the  question  of 
incidence  of  venereal  disease,  but  the  figures  for  the  burgh  as 
far  as  they  go  seem  to  show  a tendency  towards  decline.  The 
number  of  new  male  infections  during  the  year  is  109,  which 
compares  favourably  with  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years, 
namely  163,  and  the  new  female  cases  number  79  as  against  a 
last  four  yearly  average  of  105. 

Males. — 

The  building  and  equipment  at  the  male  clinic  in  the  court- 
yard of  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary  continued  to  give  satis- 
factory service  during  the  year  : no  changes  of  note  were  made. 
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The  following  Table  gives  comparative  figures  for  the  years 
during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operaton  : — 


Near 

ending 

31st  December. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

1923 

182 

1.592 

5,970 

7,562 

1924 

160 

2,054 

6,436 

8,490 

1925 

178 

2.363 

7,707 

10,070 

1926 

176 

2,923 

10,118 

13,041 

1927 

189 

2,845 

11,245 

14,090 

1928 

194 

3,083 

11,468 

1 4,551 

1929 

182 

3,373 

7,188 

10,561 

1930 

179 

3,043 

7,351 

10,394 

1931 

147 

2,723 

6,039 

8,762 

1932 

130 

3,035 

6,590 

9,625 

1933 

100 

2,883 

5,272 

8,155 

1934 

109 

3,376 

7,030 

10.406 

During  the  year  193  specimens  of  blood  were  examined  by 
the  Wassermann  test  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Glasgow,  while  40  examinations  for  spirochetes  and  996  smears 
for  gonococci  were  dealt  with  in  the  Centre. 

The  different  types  of  cases  dealt  with  were  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Case. 

On  register 
1st  Jan, 
1934. 

New  Cases. 

t:  T-* 

© s 

3 ® 

V « 

o cs 

Returned  for 

further 

treatment. 

Transferred 
to  other 
centres. 

T? 

© 

. b£ 

U 

cj 

O 

3 

Died 

| Remaining 
1 31st  Decern 
1 her,  1934. 

Syphilis,  ... 

80 

18 

22 

3 

6 

3 

2 

68 

Gonorrhoea, 

30 

72 

21 

1 

8 

37 

37 

Soft  chancre, 

2 

2 

Non-specific  venereal  infections, 

6 

6 

Conditions  other  than  venereal, 

11 

9 

2 
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This  shows  a defaulter  rate  of  21  per  cent,  in  the  case  of 
syphillis  and  20  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  gonorrhoea.  These 
figures  are  fairly  satisfactory  but  have  been  more  or  less 
constant  for  a considerable  period:  improvement  could  doubt- 
less be  effected  if  power  to  ensure  compulsory  attendance 
were  available. 

Of  the  18  new  cases  of  syphillis  treated,  ten  were  in  the 
primary  stage,  none  in  the  secondary,  and  8 in  the  later  stages 
of  the  disease.  In  one  of  them  the  disease  was  congenital,  the 
age  of  the  patient  being  over  25  years. 

Three  patients  were  admitted  to  Craw  Road  Hospital, 
Paisley,  for  treatment,  one  on  account  of  syphillis,  one  of  soft 
chancre,  and  one  of  gonorrhoea.  The  average  stay  in  hospital 
was  13  days. 

Females. — 

In  June  the  female  clinic  was  transferred  from  Craigie- 
knowes  to  the  new  premises  in  Terrace  Road.  This  is  a con- 
siderable advantage  in  so  far  as  the  clinic  is  now  centrally 
placed  in  the  town  and  the  site  is  otherwise  more  satisfactory: 
it  also  allows  of  centralisation  of  the  work  and  cuts  down 
travelling  by  the  staff.  The  new  premises -have  been  found  to 
be  very  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
years  during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation : — 


Period  under  Review. 

New  Cases 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

24th  November 
to 

31st  December, 
1929. 

12 

107 

7 

114 

1930. 

100 

1,209 

127 

1,336 

1931. 

123 

2,061 

458 

2,519 

1932. 

93 

2,064 

652 

2,716 

1933. 

101 

2,127 

1,077 

3,204 

1934. 

79 

1,884 

1,075 

2,959 

Fifty-eight  specimens  of  blood  were  examined  by  the 
Wassermann  test  at  the  Public  Health  Labaratory,  Glasgow, 
and  231  smears  for  gonococci  were  dealt  with  in  the  centre. 
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The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  type 
of  cases : — 


Typk  op  Cask. 

•rr 
CO 
i-  °* 

'o  ' 
x 7 

■5  b 

OJ  ^ 

c 

K 

3. 

a 

O 

> 

CD 

& 

Censed 
to  attend. 

Returned  for 

further 

treatment. 

Transferred 

to 

Other  Centres. 

V 

bD 

d 

o 

cc 

s 

Died. 

Remaining 
31st  Dec.,  -934. 

Syphilis, 

39 

9 

5 

4 



2 

2 
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Gonorrhoea, 

33 

18 

16 

— 

1 

4 

— 

30 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- _ 

— 

— 

Non-specific  venereal 

infections, 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Conditions  other 

than  venereal, 

25 

52 

1 

— 

59 

1 

16 

This  gives  a defaulter  rate  of  9 per  cent,  in  the  case  of 
syphillis  and  31  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  gonorrhoea.  Last  year 
these  figures  were  28  per  cent,  and  47  per  cent,  respectively. 
The  drop  in  the  syphillis  defaulter  rate  is  too  marked  to  be 
permanent,  but  it  may  be  the  beginning  of  an  improvement  in 
a figure  which  has  not  been  in  the  past  satisfactory. 

Of  the  nine  cases  of  syphillis  which  came  under  treatment 
for  the  first  time  during  1934,  one  was  in  the  primary  stage, 
none  in  the  secondary  stage,  and  eight  in  the  later  stages  of  the 
disease.  One  suffered  from  congenital  syphillis,  the  age  being 
under  one. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  admit  any  patient  to  hospital 
during  the  year  under  review. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  AMBULANCE 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital,  Gateside: — 

The  pressure  on  the  hospital  accommodation  was  much  less 
marked  during  the  year  as  compared  with  1933.  Scarlet  Fever 
was  prevalent  during  the  first  five  months,  but  thereafter  the 
figure  of  admissions  subsided  to  normal  level.  There  was  not 
at  any  time  any  difficutly  in  arranging  for  the  admission  of 
patients. 

The  question  of  providing  accommodation  for  the  treatment 
of  measles,  whooping  cough  and  pneumonia  cases  was  again 
before  the  Hospital  Board  and  active  steps  were  taken  to 
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provide  a new  nurses’  home  which  will  help  towards  that  end, 
but  the  question  had  not  been  definitely  settled  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  for  the  follow- 
ing information  regarding  the  treatment  of  cases  and  the 
results  obtained : — 


1. — Cases  Treated  Classified  According  to  Disease. 


Disease. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1934. 

si 

< s 

"goo 

?i2 

3 b£ 

-3  C 

2 b© 

.-5  -S.-  5 

5T  *2 .5  H 

•=  S go? 

2^1 
os 

'v  o - -e 

o 3 •*“* 

s * 00 

Fatality 

Rate. 

Diphtheria,  ... 

31 

247 

238 

21  19 

7.55 

Erysipelas,  ... 

10 

8 

1 1 

10.00 

Scarlet  Fever, 

225 

577 

778 

7 17 

0.87 

Puerperal  Fever, 

11 

10 

1 

9.09 

Measles, 

29 

26 

2 1 

6.89 

Tuberculosis, 

Chickenpox, 

14 

14 

... 

Other  Diseases, 

17 

11 

4 2 

23.52 

Total, 

256 

905 

1,085 

O 

no 

CO 

3.10 

II. — Cases  Classified  According  to  Districts  from  which 

Admitted. 


District. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1931. 

Admitted 
during  1934. 

Discharged 
during  1934. 

Died  in  Hospital. 

* 

= • «-  5 • 
S S ^ 

® 5 

l.  o CO) 

® .*=  » 

* CO 

Greenock,  

205 

643 

795 

25 

28 

G on rock 

24 

120 

136 

6 

2 

Port-Glasgow, 

25 

129 

141 

5 

8 

County, 

2 

13 

13 

2 

Total, 

256 

905 

1,085 

36 

40 
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III. — Avkrage  Period  of  Residence  of  Patients  Dischargid 

During  1934. 


Discharged 

Aggregate 

Average 

Disease. 

during 

Number  of  Days' 

1 lays' 

1934. 

Residence. 

Residence. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

778 

27,922 

36 

Diphtheria, 

238- 

9,589 

40 

IV. — Cases  Admitted  from  the  Burgh  of  Greenock 
Classified  According  to  Disease. 


Disease. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1934. 

Admitted  1934. 

Discharged  1934. 

Died  1934. 

Cases  remaining 
| 31st  December, 
1934. 

Fatality 

Rare. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

182 

408 

575 

4 

11 

0.67 

Erysipelas, 

5 

5 

Diphtheria,  ... 

23 

175 

169 

15 

14 

7.57 

Puerperal  Fever. 

3 

7 

1 

12.60 

Measles, 

21 

19 

1 

1 

4.76 

Tuberculosis, 

Enteric  Fever, 

Pneumonia. 

6 

3 

3 

ro.oo 

Chickenpox, 

13 

13 

Other  Diseases. 

... 

7 

4 

1 

2 

14.28 

Total. 

205 

643 

795 

25 

28 

2.94 

West  Renfrewshire  Combination  Smallpox  Hospital. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  during  the  year  and  the 
arrangements  in  connection  with  this  hospital  remained  un- 
changed. 

Smithston  Hospital. 

Information  regarding  the  hospital  section  of  Smithston 
Institution  will  he  found  under  “ Medical  Care  and  Nursing 
of  the  Sick  Poor.” 

Ambulance  A r rangements. — 

There  has  been  no  change  in  these  services  during  the  year. 
They  remain  efficient  and  satisfactory. 
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MEDICAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  THE  SICK  POOR. 

(I).  Nursing  Service. 

The  home  nursing  of  the  sick  poor  was,  as  formerly,  carried 
out  by  the  Greenock  and  District  Nursing  Association  under 
the  direction  of  the  District  Medical  Officers.  This  service  is 
very  satisfactory  and  is  able  to  deal  with  all  cases  requiring 
attention.  An  annual  grant  is  paid  to  the  Association  by  the 
Corporation. 

('ll).  Medical  Service. 

General. 

The  arrangements  whereby  two  doctors  carried  out  the 
general  domiciliary  work  continued  during  the  year,  but  could 
not  be  said  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  in  so  far  as  the  bulk  of  the 
work  seemed  to  be  getting  too  great  for  that  number  of 
practitioners  to  carry  out  efficiently. 

The  basis  of  provision  of  medical  attention  to  persons  not 
actually  on  the  poor  roll  continued  as  formerly,  emergency 
cases  in  the  main  only  being  dealt  with.  If,  as  it  would  appear, 
the  Unemployment  Act  and  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
Unemployment  Assistance  Board  are  not  going  to  solve  the 
difficulty  of  medical  attention  for  the  unemployed,  and  if  the 
Corporation  were  to  assume  entire  responsibility,  some  other 
method  would  have  to  be  considered  to  allow  of  the  work  being 
satisfactorily  carried  out.  A system  whereby  all  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area  who  are  willing  to  take  on  the  work 
are  formed  into  a panel  from  which  the  patient  has  free  choice 
of  doctor  has  been  tried  in  other  areas  with  more  or  less  uni- 
form success,  and  would  probably  be  the  solution  of  the 
difficulty  in  Greenock.  A medical  service  of  this  nature  would 
be  much  more  extensive  in  scope  than  the  present  arrange- 
ments, but  it  would  deal  efficiently  with  a real  problem,  which 
will  have  to  be  solved  sooner  or  later.  Tt  would,  of  course, 
involve  a commensurate  increase  in  expenditure. 

The  following  number  of  persons  received  outdoor  medical 
relief  during  the  year  : — 

Males,  ...  2,365 

Females,  - - - 2,238 

Children,  ...  1,561 
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Mental. — 

At  the  end  of  the  year  no  special  provision  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  mental  illness  at  an  early  stage  had  been 
made,  but  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  a clinic  for  this  purpose 
will  have  been  established.  It  will  not  be  possible  meantime  to 
provide  observation  ward  accommodation. 


111. — Institutional  Medical  Arrangements: — 

Hospital. — 

There  is  no  change  to  record  in  the  arrangements  at  Smith- 
ston  Institution,  and  the  hospital  section  remains,  as  formerly 
stated,  unsatisfactory.  The  female  wards  of  the  hospital  have 
been  consistently  used  to  capacity  and  some  extra  accommo- 
dation will  certainly  be  required  if  the  present  number  of 
admissions  continues. 


Dr.  Leggett’s  Annual  Report  on  Smithston  Poori-iouse. 

1 beg  to  submit  the  following  report,  arranged  as  far  as 
possible  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Public  Assistance  Circular  No. 
29.  Appendix  B.,  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scot- 
land on  the  7th  January,  1935. 

Having  commented  in  detail  on  the  location,  structure  and 
so  on  of  this  Poorhouse  in  1933  and  since  no  particular  changes 
have  taken  place  under  these  headings  since  that  date,  T do  not 
propose,  nor  do  I think  it  necessary,  to  repeat  the  remarks 
made  in  that  year. 

However,  although  no  actual  structural  alterations  have 
been  made,  a very  considerable  amount  of  repair  work  was 
found  necessary  and  is  at  present  being  carried  out.  During 
the  process  of  examination  and  repair,  the  structural  wood- 
work of  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  wards  and  corridors  was 
found  to  be  in  an  advanced  state  of  deterioration  and  requiring 
extensive  renewal.  So  far  as  I can  judge,  a long  time  will 
elapse  before  the  Hospital  Wards  and  Corridors  are  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

The  question  of  erecting  new  Mortuary  and  Post  Mortem 
Rooms,  to  replace  those  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  is  still  under  consideration  by  the  Committee. 
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Sufficient  accommodation  has  been  found  for  male  hospital 
cases  throughout  the  year,  but  there  was  consistent  difficulty 
in  providing  beds  for  female  cases  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment; in  fact,  on  several  occasions,  the  Local  Authority  had 
to  be  notified  that  no  beds  were  available.  The  female  hospital 
wards  and  corridors  urgently  require  repainting,  but  this  can- 
not be  carried  out  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  finding 
temporary  accommodation  elsewhere  for  the  patients  who  are 
practically  all  of  the  helpless,  bedridden  type.  The  maternity 
ward  seems  to  me,  unfit  for  use  at  present  on  account  of  the 
precarious  state  of  the  roof  and  the  danger  of  its  collapse. 
Again  there  is  no  alternative  accommodation  available  for 
such  cases;  in  fact,  the  conditions  existing  at  present  on  the 
female  hospital  flat  could  scarcely  be  more  unsatisfactory  and 
urgent  as  regards  accommodation.  An  effort  should  be  made 
at  the  earliest  possible  date  to  correct  this  state  of  affairs. 
Fourteen  hospital  beds  are  at  present  occupied  by  patients 
from  outside  parishes,  eleven  of  whom  are  females.  It  seems 
paradoxical  that  urgent  local  admissions  should  have  to  lie 
refused  under  the  circumstances. 

Facilities  for  classification  or  isolation  of  patients  are 
practically  non-existent  inside  the  hospital.  The  male  ward 
designated  “Infirm  Ward”  is  inconvenient  and  unsuitably 
situated  as  regards  ventilation,  lavatory  and  washing  accom- 
modation. 

In  my  opinion,  the  arrangements  for  the  accommodation 
of  children  both  in  the  hospital  and  in  the  nursery  are  quite 
unsatisfactory  in  almost  every  way.  The  suggestions  already 
put  forward  by  the  Local  Medical  Officers  have  not  been 
favourably  received. 

Miss  Ann  C.  McMillan,  who  holds  the  certificates  of  general 
training,  mental  training  and  the  C.M.R.  qualification  and  who 
has  had  considerable  nursing  and  administrative  experience  in 
several  hospitals  in  Glasgow,  was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  Nurses  and  took  up  duty  on  the  4th  October.  Her  pre- 
decessor, Miss  Young,  had  resigned  on  being  appointed  to 
another  post  in  Yorkshire. 

The  nu  rsing  duties  have  been  carried  out  by  an  adequate 
number  of  general  trained  and  C.M.R.  Staff,  all  those  employed 
holding  the  latter  qualification. 
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The  nurses’  quarters  were  repainted  throughout  and  are 
satisfactory,  except  for  the  furnishing  of  the  sitting  room. 

The  patients  are  supplied  with  sufficient  food  and  sick  diet 
and  1 have  received  no  complaint  in  this  connection  during  the 
year. 

The  heating  and  hot  water  supply  and  lighting  of  the  wards 
is  sufficient.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  supply  of 
medicines,  surgical  dressings  and  other  appliances  necessary 
for  the  medical  and  nursing  treatment  of  the  patients. 

The  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Lamp  continues  to  be  in  constant  use, 
chiefly  in  treating  debilitated  children. 

The  wireless  was  installed  in  the  hospital  wards  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  is  a source  of  considerable  interest  and 
entertainment  to  most  of  the  patients. 

At  31st  December,  1933,  there  were  88  sick  persons  in  resi- 
dence in  the  hospital  wards,  consisting  of  48  men,  39  women 
and  1 boy.  During  the  year  1934  there  were  admitted  155  men, 
94  women,  15  boys  and  13  girls,  including  5 male  and  6 female 
infants  born  in  the  institution  ; that  is  a total  of  277  admissions, 
making  the  number  under  treatment  365.  Of  this  number,  121 
left  the  hospital  wards  as  recovered,  42  as  relieved,  59  died, 
and  50  were  removed  for  various  reasons,  e.g.,  as  Transfers 
to  Asylum  (8),  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  and  Gateside  Hospital. 
Twelve  infants  accompanied  their  mothers  on  the  latter’s 
discharge.  Fifteen  patients  were  under  observation  for  their 
mental  condition  and  eight  of  these  were  certified  insane. 

As  compared  with  last  year  there  were  47  more  admissions. 
About  58  per  cent,  of  those  admitted,  recovered  sufficiently 
from  the  disease  from  which  they  suffered  on  admission  to 
justify  their  discharge. 

Of  those  admitted,  116  were  over  60  years  of  age,  62  being 
over  70  and  7 over  80. 

The  types  of  cases  dealt  with  were  those  suffering  from 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Bronchitis,  Gastric  and  Intestinal  derangements,  Skin  diseases. 
Rheumatic  conditions,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Senile 
Cases.  Ten  cases  of  inoperable  Cancer  were  admitted.  Tn 
addition,  most  of  the  more  acute  forms  of  illness  were  re- 
presented, in  fact  almost  every  type,  except  those  requiring 
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major  surgical  treatment.  A large  number  were  in  a very 
neglected,  verminous,  and  debilitated  condition,  and  little  hope 
of  ultimate  recovery  existed  in  many  instances. 

Forty-two  of  those  who  died  were  over  60  years  of  age,  27 
being  over  70  and  5 over  80.  Only  one  adult  under  39  died  and 
only  four  under  the  age  of  50. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  the  result  of  morbid  changes 
produced  by  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  and 
Senile  Degeneration;  Cancer  cases  8;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
9;  Bronchitis  and  Cystitis.  The  death  of  the  only  young  adult 
who  died  was  caused  by  Acute  Rheumatic  Fever. 

The  length  of  residence  of  those  who  died  or  were  discharged 
varied  from  one  day  to  2,813  days. 

Of  39  children  treated  in  Hospital  during  the  year,  only  two 
died,  viz : — one  aged  13  days  was  in  a toxic  state  on  admission, 
precariously  ill  and  only  lived  for  two  days;  the  other  child 
aged  six  weeks,  was  suffering  from  congenital  malformation 
of  its  spine,  was  marasmic  and  died  12  days  after  admission. 
A child  aged  74  months,  admitted  when  34  months  old.  suffer- 
ing from  congenital  debility  and  marasmus,  died  in  the  nursery 
on  2nd  January.  This  child  had  chickenpox  in  November.  1933. 

There  were  11  confinements  as  compared  with  8 last  year. 
Two  of  these  were  forceps  deliveries  under  general  anaesthesia. 
One  was  quite  irresponsible,  resisted  every  attention  violently, 
did  not  understand  the  nature  of  her  condition  and  became 
actively  suicidal  immediately  after  her  confinement.  All  were 
conducted  satisfactorily,  and  there  were  no  deaths  amongst 
either  the  mothers  or  infants.  There  were  no  stillbirths  and 
no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever.  The  continued  absence  of 
Maternal  and  Infantile  Mortality  and  of  Puerperal  Fever  at 
Smithston  for  so  many  years  is  a matter  of  relief  and  satis- 
faction when  so  much  public  attention  is  being  given  to  this 
question. 

The  position  as  regards  .administration  and  the  general 
facilities  for  t lie  care  and  treatment  of  sick  persons  remains 
unchanged. 


Asylum. — 

This  section  of  Smithston  Institution  was  again  grossly 
overcrowded  and  the  provision  of  further  accommodation  re- 
quires immediate  attention.  The  position  in  the  male  wards 
of  the  asylum  became  definitely  worse  than  when  last  reported 
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upon,  and  it  may  be  that  at  any  moment  the  asylum  will  be 
confronted  with  the  necessity  of  admitting  patients  when  no 
accommodation  whatever  is  available.  This  difficulty  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with  at  a very  early  date. 

Dr.  Leggett's  Annual  Report  on  Greenock  Parochial 

Asylum. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
Greenock  Parochial  Asylum  for  the  year  ended  31  st  December, 
1934. 

General  Statistics. — 

On  the  31st  December,  1933  the  number  of  patients  on  the 
Asylum  Register  was  252,  of  which  143  were  men  and  109 
women.  During  the  year  under  review  25  men  and  26  women 
were  admitted,  so  that  the  total  number  under  treatment  was 
303,  that  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  was  30;  of  these  28 
left  the  institution  as  recovered  and  two  were  transferred  to 
other  asylums  . 

The  number  of  deaths  was  10. 

The  names  of  263  patients  remained  on  the  register  on  the 
31st  December,  1934,  of  which  148  were  men  and  115  women, 
being  an  increase  of  5 men  and  6 women  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  date  last  year.  One  female  patient  was  at 
home  “on  pass”  on  the  31st  December,  to  test  her  fitness  for 
discharge  as  recovered. 

The  daily  average  number  resident  was  261. 

Four  boarders  were  accommodated  in  the  asylum  for 
variable  periods  during  the  year,  chargeable  respectively  to 
Glasgow  1 ; Ross  and  Cromarty  1 ; Prison  Authority  and 
Paisley  1 ; and  Inverness  1. 

Six  service  patients  were  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
no  change  having  taken  place  either  as  regards  numbers  or 
individuals.  Five  of  these  belong  to  the  Burgh  of  Greenock 
and  one  to  the  County  of  Argyll.  The  cost  of  maintenance  and 
of  certain  extras  continues  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  this  arrangement  also  applies  to  the  case  of  an 
ex-service  man  not  in  the  service  patients’  category.  All  these 
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men  were  seen  and  interviewed  by  a Ministry  of  Pensions 
Medical  Inspector  on  the  14th  April.  In  his  subsequent  report, 
this  official  commented  very  favourably  on  their  condition  and 
the  treatment  afforded  them. 

Admissions. — 

The  number  of  admissions  was  51,  consisting  of  25  men  and 
26  women,  being  a decrease  of  6 men  and  an  increase  of  7 
women  as  compared  with  last  year.  Thirty-nine  were  admitted 
for  the  first  time,  one  was  returned  from  being  “ Boarded-out  ” 
and  eleven  were  re-admissions.  Of  the  latter,  nine  had  one, 
one  had  three,  and  one  six  previous  attacks.  Two  patients 
were  admitted  as  transfers  from  other  Asylums  and  two  from 
H.M.  Prison,  Gateside.  Two  male  patients  were  discharged 
and  re-admitted  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  the  forms  of  mental  disorder  from  which 
those  who  were  admitted  suffered: — 

Melancholia,  14;  Dementia  Praecox,  8;  Chronic  Delusional 
Insanity,  7;  Mania,  5;  Senile  Dementia,  5;  Organic  Dementia, 
2;  Exhaustion  Psychosis,  2;  Congenital  Mental  Defect,  2,; 
Insanity  with  Epilepsy,  2;  Confusional  Insanity,  1;  Manic- 
Depressive  Insanity,  1 ; Moral  Insanity,  1 ; and  General 
Paralysis  of  the  insane,  1. 

Aetiology. — 

The  total  number  of  admissions  for  the  year  differed  by  one 
patient  only  from  that  of  last  year.  The  ages  of  those  admitted 
ranged  from  20  years  up  to  87  years,  six  being  over  70  years 
and  two  over  80  years  at  the  time  of  admission. 

As  regards  causation,  very  little  of  fresh  interest  can  be 
added  to  that  which  appeared  in  former  annual  reports,  where 
considerable  detailed  information  bearing  on  that  aspect  of 
mental  disease,  was  given. 

The  results  of  senile  changes  in  six  cases  and  the  effects  of 
venereal  disease,  alcohol,  epilepsy  and  pregnancy  in  3 cases, 
each  were  quite  definite  factors,  as  were  also  the  psychopathic 
changes  associated  with  the  incidence  of  the  adolescent  and 
climacteric  periods. 

About  50  per  cent,  of  the  admissions  were  not  in  a good  state 
of  general  health  and  undoubtedly  were  poorly  equipped  to 
withstand  mental  and  physical  stress  and  strain.  In  addition, 
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those  with  congenitally  unstable  nervous  mechanism  and  pre- 
disposed by  heredity  are  naturally  affected  to  a greater  degree 
than  normal  individuals.  In  such  cases,  complete  rest,  change 
of  environment,  intensive  nursing,  medicinal  and  dietetic  treat- 
ment are  urgent  and  should  be  directed  towards  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deranged  metabolism.  Disturbing  home  influences 
and  lack  of  parental  control  commonly  result  in  the  develop- 
ment of  irresponsible  and  vicious  conduct  and  the  need  for 
institutional  discipline  and  regular  habits. 

Discharges. — 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  30. 
Of  this  number  28  left  the  institution  as  recovered,  one  was 
transferred  to  Riccartsbar  Asylum,  Paisley,  and  one  to 
Inverness  District  Asylum. 

Of  those  discharged  recovered,  23  out  of  a total  of  28  left  the 
institution  within  a year,  of  whom  19  were  discharged  within 
three  months  and  8 within  one  month. 

The  recovery  rate  for  the  year,  calculated  on  all  admissions 
including  transfers  from  other  Asylums,  is  55  per  cent.  This 
is  a very  high  percentage  of  recoveries — the  highest  recorded 
except  in  the  year  1926 — and  when  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  short  periods  for  which  it  v as  found  necessary  to 
subject  recoverable  cases  to  treatment,  there  surely  can  be  no 
justification  for  suggestions  of  undue  detention.  In  fact  these 
results,  occurring  as  they  do  year  after  year,  are  indicative 
of  the  strict  and  continued  care  and  attention  given  to  every 
patient  by  the  nursing  staff.  This  is  the  highest  recovery  rate 
in  any  Asylum  for  rate  aided  patients  in  Scotland. 


Deaths. — 

Five  men  and  5 women  died  during  the  year,  being  a decrease 
of  6 men  and  5 women  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  death-rate,  calculated  on  the  daily  average  number 
resident  was  3.8  per  cent.  This  is  a remarkable  low  mortality 
rate,  the  lowest  recorded  for  this  asylum,  and  much  below  the 
average  for  all  Scottish  District  Asylums,  in  fact,  about  50 
per  cent,  below. 

Four  of  those  who  died  were  respectively  87,  80,  76,  and  70 
years  of  age,  and  one  of  these  had  been  resident  for  42  years. 
One  female  was  so  seriously  ill  from  delirium  and  exhaustion 
following  childbirth  that  she  died  only  15  days  after  admission. 
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The  certified  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — Senile  decay, 

3;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2;  exhaustion  from  continued  acute 
mania  following  childbirth,  1 ; cerebral  disease  with  epilepsy, 

1 ; pleurisy,  1 ; organic  brain  disease,  1 ; encephalitis  lethargica, 

1. 

There  were  no  epidemic  forms  of  illness  amongst  the  patients  • 
no  escapes  and  no  fatal  accidents  during  the  year. 

Twelve  patients  are  allowed  “ parole  ” in  the  grounds  about 
the  Institution  and  one  outside  the  grounds. 


Entertainment  :■ — 

The  usual  weekly  dances,  excursions  by  ’bus  into  the 
country,  and  concerts  arranged  by  the  Convener  of  Enter- 
tainments were  provided.  The  wireless  continues  to  be  a 
source  of  interest,  information  and  entertainment,  and  news- 
papers, books,  card  and  other  games  are  supplied. 

The  wards  were  tastefully  and  elaborately  decorated  at 
Christmas  time  by  the  nursing  staff,  chiefly  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. A Christmas  Tree  laden  with  presents  and  a tea  party 
were  also  provided  by  the  female  nursing  staff.  Mr  Barr  of 
Inverkip  Road,  sent  an  orange,  apple  and  chocolate  for  each 
female  patient.  Miss  McKirdy  and  the  Brabazon  Society  en- 
tertained the  female  patients  to  tea  and  a concert,  and  the 
Manager  of  the  Regal  Picture  House  kindly  invited  a number 
of  male  and  female  patients  to  an  entertainment  of  pictures. 
T am  very  grateful  for  the  trouble  that  has  been  taken  in  these 
various  ways  in  the  interest  of  the  patients.  Such  kindly 
attention  relieves  the  monotony  for  those  concerned  and  allows 
them  to  feel  that  they  are  not  forgotten  by  their  friends  out- 
side the  institution. 


Accommodation  : — 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  state  of  overcrowding  in  last 
year’s  report,  but,  since  the  numbers  have  increased  still 
further  and  were  at  one  period  as  many  as  16  higher  than  the 
total  number  at  31st  December,  1933,  congestion  naturally  is 
still  more  acute. 

As  a result  of  a fire  which  occurred  in  the  female  portion 
of  the  Asylum  on  the  7th  of  September,  considerable  incon- 
venience and  difficulty  in  accommodating  the  patients  were 
experienced  over  a period  of  three  months.  Tt  will  be  readily 
understood  that  during  this  period,  all  the  available  floor  space 
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had  to  be  utilised  for  sleeping  accommodation,  leaving  none 
for  use  as  dayrooms.  The  necessary  reconstruction,  paint- 
ing, etc.,  were  completed  on  the  8th  December,  and  the  dor- 
mitory was  put  into  use  without  delay.  The  greatest  credit 
is  due  to  the  nursing  staff  for  the  manner,  energy  and  capable 
way  in  which  they  behaved,  worked  and  safeguarded  the 
patients  when  the  lire  and  possible  danger  to  the  patients  were 
recognised.  Not  a single  patient  was  any  the  worse  and  all 
the  bedsteads,  bedding  and  articles  of  furniture  were  quickly 
taken  to  safety  with  no  appreciable  damage. 

Extensive  renewals  and  repairs  of  wood  and  plaster  work 
are  at  present  being  carried  out  and  a number  of  wards,  corri- 
dors and  staff  bedrooms  are  being  repainted.  All  this  work 
is  very  necessary— in  fact  has  been  overdue  for  a long  time — 
but,  nevertheless,  while  in  progress,  has  a very  disturbing 
effect  in  the  wards. 

The  question  of  new  mortuary  and  post-mortem  rooms  to 
replace  those  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  is 
still  under  consideration  by  the  Committee. 


Staff. — 

Miss  Young,  who  acted  as  Superintendent  of  nurses  for 
years,  left  the  service  of  the  Institution  on  the  31st  July  to  take 
up  another  appointment.  Miss  A.  C.  McMillan,  who  had  been 
acting  as  Assistant  Matron  for  years  at  Gartloch  Mental 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  took 
up  duty  on  the  4th  October.  Miss  McMillan  is  a state  re- 
gistered, general  and  mental  trained  nurse  and  holds  the 
C.M.R.  certificate.  She  has  had  considerable  experience  of 
nursing  and  administrative  work  in  several  hospitals  in 
Glasgow  and  District,  and  is  showing  herself  to  be  a capable 
and  conscientious  official. 

Fortunately  the  staff  has  been  unusually  free  from  illness 
during  the  year.  A nurse  developed  diphtheria  on  the  17th 
April  and  was  off  duty  until  the  7th  June.  She  was  treated  in 
Gateside  Fever  Hospital.  Three  other  members  of  the  nursing 
staff  were  off  duty  for  short  periods  on  account  of  minor  ail- 
ments. 

Since  last  report  two  attendants  and  one  nurse  passed  the 
preliminary  examination  of  the  Royal  Medico-Psychological 
Association  and  three  attendants  and  two  nurses  qualified  for 
the  nursing  certificate  of  the  Association  at  the  final  examina- 
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tion  in  November.  The  usual  lectures,  demonstrations  and 
other  assistance  are  given  to  the  Probationer  staff  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 

All  members  of  the  staff  are  expected  to  use  every  effort 
towards  securing  the  comfort,  health,  and  recovery  of  the 
patients.  The  statistical  returns  throughout  this  report  indi- 
cate the  excellent  results  obtained,  and  which,  I am  sure,  will 
receive  due  recognition  and  appreciation. 

H.M.  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Control,  paid  official 
visits  on  the  16th  February  and  2nd  August  and  supplied  satis- 
factory reports  on  the  treatment,  general  care  and  attention 
and  condition  of  the  patients. 

I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  loyal  support  and 
assistance  of  the  nursing  staff  and  the  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion shown  to  me  by  the  Committee  during  the  year. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

All  bacteriological  examinations  of  ordinary  specimens  con- 
nected with  infectious  disease  were,  as  formerly,  carried  out 
by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Gateside  Hospital. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  and  results  of  the 
examinations  made : — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Throat  mucus,  ... 

117 

729 

S46 

Sputum, 

44 

231 

275 

Blood. 

19 

19 

Cerebro-suinal  fluid, 

3 

3 

Faeces, 

1 

1 

Urine, 

1 

1 

Vaginal  smear, 

o 

o 

Pleural  fluid, 

2* 

2 

Pus, 

I 

1 

Total, 

161 

9S9 

1,150 

In  addition,  four  special  examinations  were  carried  out  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glasgow,  all  with  negative 
result. 
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Six  specimens  of  material  were  examined  by  the  biological 
test  at  the  Slaughterhouse  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis, 
which  was  discovered  in  one  case. 


SERA,  VACCINES,  AND  INSULIN. 

Anti-Diphtheria  Serum. — The  emergency  supply  of  diph- 
theria antitoxin  at  the  Public  Health  Office  and  the  Central 
Police  Station  was  kept  up  during  the  year.  72,000  units  were 
purchased  at  a cost  of  £3  14s.  6d. 

Anti-Scarlatinal  Serum. — The  use  of  this  serum  was  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  480  ccs.  were  purchased  at  a cost  of 
£20.  410  ccs.  were  issued  to  medical  practitioners,  210  were 
used  in  the  maternity  hospital,  and  60  in  the  Children’s 
Hospital. 

Anti-Men ingococcus  Serum. — None  of  this  serum  was  pur- 
chased during  the  year  and  none  was  issued. 

T.A.B.  Vaccine. — Four  inoculation  sets  of  this  vaccine  were 
purchased  at  a cost  of  18s.  2d.  and  sent  to  Smithston  Institu- 
tion for  the  inoculation  of  the  asylum  staff. 

Insulin. — 60,000  units  of  Insulin  were  purchased  at  a cost 
of  £36  13s.  6d.  and  51,700  units  were  supplied  to  8 patients  under 
the  approved  arrangements. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

During  the  year  69  liners  inward  bound  from  Canada  were 
boarded  by  the  staff  of  the  department.  This  number  is  six 
more  than  last  year,  the  figures  for  the  last  eleven  years  being 
as  follows. 


1924, 

12 

1925, 

24 

1926, 

20 

1927, 

28 

1928, 

49 

1929, 

63 

1930, 

66 

1931, 

69 

1932, 

64 

1933, 

63 

1934, 

69 

The  total  number  of  passengers  landed  from  these  ships  was 
6,210,  of  whom  532  were  aliens  and  21  aliens  in  transit  to  other 
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countries.  Sixty-two  aliens  were  examined  at  the  request  of 
the  Immigration  Officers,  but  in  no  case  was  a medical  certifi- 
cate issued. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  required  removal  to  hospital 
during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  those  ships  mentioned,  three  liners  on  eight 
cruises  landed  2,278  passengers  in  the  burgh.  No  action  was 
found  necessary. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  cargo  ships  were  boarded  by 
the  staff  of  the  department  during  the  year  either  at  the 
anchorage  or  in  the  harbours,  and  a general  survey  was  carried 
out  in  each  case.  The  chief  articles  of  cargo  discharged  by  62 
ships  were: — Sugar,  bone  meal,  linseed,  timber,  cotton  seed 
and.molasses,  while  69  docked  for  overhauling,  five  for  bunkers, 
one  to  transfer  molasses,  and  one  machinery.  In  all  cases  rat 
guards  or  equivalent  measures  were  insisted  upon  as  formerly. 

On  the  whole  these  ships  were  maintained  in  fairly  good 
sanitary  condition  and  all  defects  discovered  were  pointed  out 
for  appropriate  action. 

The  health  of  the  crews  was  on  the  whole  good.  Twelve  cases 
of  chickenpox,  however,  were  admitted  to  hospital  from  one 
vessel. 

Thirty-eight  ships  produced  valid  deratisation  certificates 
and  71  deratisation  exemption  certificates,  all  issued  in  accord- 
ance with  article  28  of  the  International  Sanitary  Convention 
of  Paris,  and  one  ship  had  a valid  deratisation  certificate  not  on 
the  recognised  form.  Seven  ships  had  deratisation  certificates, 
and  15  deratisation  exemption  certificates  which  were  no 
longer  valid,  while  six  had  no  certificate  of  any  kind.  In  the 
case  of  the  former  14  had  certificates  issued,  in  6 the  Masters’ 
assurance  was  received  that  he  would  obtain  a fresh  certificate 
after  proceeding  to  his  home  port,  while  two  sailed  without 
any  action  being  taken. 

Of  the  six  ships  with  no  certificate,  three  returned  to  lay  up 
after  overhauling,  one  was  still  under  overhaul  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  two  sailed  without  the  isssue  of  a certificate. 

Sixteen  deratisation  certificates  were  granted  during  the 
year,  fifteen  after  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide,  60  rats 
being  recovered,  and  one  with  sulphur  dioxide,  no  rats  being 
recovered.  Twenty-six  deratisation  exemption  certificates 
were  issued  after  due  examination  of  the  ship  had  been  carried 
out. 
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The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations  (Scot- 
land) continued  during  the  year.  Five  parrots  and  six  love 
birds  were  discovered  on  six  ships  and  the  appropriate  notice 
was  served  on  the  owner  of  the  bird  or  the  Master,  and  an 
undertaking  received  in  the  case  of  five  ships.  In  the  sixth 
ship  six  love  birds  were  taken  ashore  before  appropriate 
measures  could  be  taken  but  information  regarding  the  occur- 
rence was  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  Health,  who 
communicated  with  the  place  of  their  destination,  where 
necessary  action  was  doubtless  taken.  The  occurrence  was 
reported  as  a breach  of  the  regulations,  but  no  prosecution 
was  undertaken. 

Registration  of  the  telegraphic  address  “ Portelth. 
Greenock  ” was  continued  during  the  ye.ar. 


DISINFECTION. 

House  Disinfection. — 

No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  for  house  disin- 
fection during  the  year. 

Thirteen  disinfections  were  carried  out  following  diseases 
which  were  not  considered  infectious,  and  appropriate  charge 
was  made  in  each  case. 

Disinfecting  Station. — 

The  work  at  the  disinfecting  station  was  carried  out  on  the 
same  general  lines  as  last  year,  and  the  equipment  gave  fairly 
satisfactory  service  during  the  year.  The  usual  overhauls  and 
minor  repairs  to  plant  and  buildings  were  carried  out,  but 
nothing  of  a major  character  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  number  of  articles  dealt  with  totalled  16,558  and  of  these 
16,255  were  disinfected  and  washed,  303  were  disinfected  only, 
while  490  were  destroyed.  Of  the  articles  disinfected,  9,304 
were  subjected  to  steam  under  pressure,  6,937  were  disin- 
fected with  antiseptic  solution,  while  317  were  sprayed  with 
formalin. 

The  provision  of  a formalin  chamber  for  the  disinfection  of 
mattresses  and  other  similar  articles  was  under  consideration 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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RECEPTION  HOUSE. 

The  Reception  House  was  only  seldom  used  for  the  isolation 
of  contacts  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  Nine  families 
comprising  38  persons,  were  housed  for  periods  amounting  in 
all  to  76  days,  the  average  stay  per  person  being  2.7  days. 

Eight  of  these  persons  were  taken  to  the  Reception  House 
to  allow  of  disinfection  after  scarlet  fever,  15  were  admitted 
in  order  that  satisfactory  disinfection  of  house,  bedding,  and 
personal  clothing  might  be  carried  out  on  account  of  scabies, 
the  disease  being  treated  while  the  persons  were  in  residence, 
and  five  were  admitted  for  cleansing  on  account  of  vermin  in- 
festation. 

During  the  year,  as  an  alternative  to  admission  to  the 
Reception  House,  arrangements  were  made  to  provide 
blankets  to  any  family  who  had  not  sufficient  spare  bedding  to 
allow  of  proper  disinfection  being  carried  out. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Supervision — 

The  milk  supply  continued  to  receive  constant  attention 
during  the  year,  and  the  methods  of  production  and  handling 
were  controlled  by  routine  bacteriological  examination  of 
samples.  In  any  case  in  which  an  unsatisfactory  result  was 
received,  the  producer  or  dealer  was  communicated  with  and 
an  attempt  made  to  find  the  cause,  following  upon  which  repeat 
samples  were  taken  and  these  in  most  cases  showed  improv- 
ment. 

Graded  Milk— 

Two  producers’  and  sixty  dealers’  licences  for  graded  milk 
were  granted  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 

The  percentage  of  graded  milk  on  sale  has  again  slightly  in- 
creased this  year  and  now  comprises  a total  of  48  per  cent, 
of  all  milk  on  sale  in  the  burgh  as  follows: — 

Certified  and  Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk,  3.3 
Pasteurised  Milk, 44.7 

Apart  from  graded  milk,  however,  a considerable  amount  of 
the  ordinary  market  milk  is  pasteurised  without  licence  and 
about  60  per  cent,  of  the  total  milk  supply  is  distributed  in 
bottles. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations — 

Under  the  scheme  for  bacteriological  examinations,  338 
samples  were  examined  from  327  supplies  and  the  results  are 
as  follows : — 


Sources  of  Supply. 

Distributi 

on 

Local  Producers. 

| Outside  Sources  of  Supply 
i to  Wholesale  Dealers. 

Outside  Producers 
retailing  in  Burgh. 

Outside  Producers  supply- 
ing Retail  Purveyors. 

Graded  Milk. 

Outside  Producers  supply- 
ing for  Pasteurisation. 

Creameries. 

Retail  Purveyors. 

Wholesale  Dealers. 

■+» 

O 

H 

Percentage. 

Number  of  Supplies  from  which 
Samples  were  taken. 

38 

58 

10 

21 

31 

46 

2 

92 

14 

312 

Number  of  Samples. 

42 

to 

10 

22 

33 

4(3 

3 

92 

14 

323 

— 

Bacterial  content  of  samples  per  cc. 

Not  over  5,000,  .... 

8 

3 

2 

2 

27 

10 

— 

10 

2 

64 

19.81 

Over  5, COO  not  over  10,000, 

1 

6 

— 

4 

2 

i 

— 

15 

I 

36 

11.14 

,,  10,000  .,  30,0u0, 

15 

14 

4 

6 

2 

13 

1 

24 

3 

82 

25.38 

,,  30,000  ,,  100,000, 

11 

27 

4 

6 

— 

o 

16 

4 

77 

23.83 

,,  100,000  .,  200,000, 

4 

O 

O 

2 

— 

2 

1 

12 

4 

28 

8 66 

,,  200,000  ,,  500,000, 

2 

7 

— 

~ 

— 

4 

6 

— 

19 

5.88 

,,  500,000  ,.  1,000,000, 

1 

2 

— 

i 

— 

1 

— 

2 

7 

2.16 

,.  1,000,000  ,,  2,000,000, 

— 

2 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

10 

3.95 

B.  Coli  absent,  .... 

23 

29 

9 

17 

27 

31 

— 

38 

3 

177 

54.80 

B.  Coli  present  in  1/lOec.,  - 

19 

35 

1 

5 

4 

15 

2 

54 

11 

146 

45.20 

B.  Coli  present  in  l/100cc., 

11 

17 

3 

1 

8 

1 

36 

7 

84 

26.00 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  88.8  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  were  within  the  standard  described  for  Grade  A.  Milk 
as  far  as  the  number  of  bacteria  is  concerned,  although  the  B. 
Coli  standard  is  not  satisfactory  in  all  of  these. 

Tuberculosis — 

One  hundred  and  eleven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to 
biological  examination  and  evidence  of  tuberculosis  was 
found  in  five  of  them,  four  of  which  referred  to  milk  produced 
outwith  the  burgh.  In  the  local  case  a cow  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  was  discovered  and  appropriately  dealt  with.  In 
the  other  four  cases  intimation  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  district  concerned  and  in  due  course  informa- 
tion was  received  that  in  one  case  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis 
could  be  discovered  in  the  herd.  Tn  another  it  was  found  that 
a cow  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  had  been  re- 
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moved  from  the  herd  between  the  time  of  the  sample  being 
taken  and  the  receipt  of  the  result.  In  the  third  a cow  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis  was  discovered  and  slaughtered  and  in 
the  fourth  three  tuberculosis  cows  were  discovered  and  dealt 
with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

The  carriage  of  tuberculosis  to  man  by  means  of  milk  is  too 
well  established  now  to  require  any  further  proof.  It  is  still, 
however,  carrying  on  as  these  results  show,  approximately 
4.5  per  cent,  of  the  samples  taken  giving  evidence  of  the  pre- 
sence of  germs.  There  are  occurring  in  the  burgh  cases  of  ill- 
ness, mostly  in  children,  due  to  this  cause  and  it  is  often  a long 
continued  and  expensive  illness,  although  happily  the  results 
are  now  very  much  better  than  they  used  to  be.  These  cases 
of  serious  disease  are  preventible  and  should  be  prevented. 
Milk  sold  on  Local  Authority  licence  under  the  designations 
“ Certified  ”,  “ Grade  A.  Tuberculin  Tested  ”,  and  “ Pasteur- 
ised ” milk  can  be  taken  as  safe  milk  for  children,  but  no  other 
milk  carries  any  guarantee  of  the  absence  of  the  tuberculosis 
germ.  Powers  have  been  sought  in  the  past  by  Local 
Authorities  to  insist  on  the  compulsory  pasteurisation  of  all 
milk  which  does  not  come  from  licensed  tubercle-free  herds, 
but  these  powers  have  not  as  yet  been  granted.  Veterinary 
examination  of  the  herds  is  an  excellent  and  useful  measure, 
but  it  cannot  by  itself  be  said  to  ensure  the  continuous  freedom 
of  any  herd  from  the  possible  presence  of  tuberculous  cows. 
Until  such  times  as  all  milk  on  sale  can  be  considered  safe, 
parents  should  give  thought  to  this  very  important  matter  and 
take  measures  to  protect  their  children  against  the  menace 
of  tuberculosis. 

Infectious  Disease — 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  spread  by  milk  were  en- 
countered during  the  year  although  a continual  watch  was 
kept.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  such  cases 
as  occurred  in  premises  where  milk  was  handled  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  stop  the  milk  supply  from  any  diary 
farm  or  milkshop  during  the  year. 

V eterinary  Inspection — 

The  Veterinary  1 nspector^reports  that  the  average  number 
of  the  cows  in  the  burgh  is  202  and  that  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  generally  is  very  satisfactory.  During  the  year  72 
inspections  were  carried  out  at  average  intervals  of  8 weeks, 
and  1,508  examinations  made.  Two  cows  were  found  on 
clinical  examination  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
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udder,  4 from  mastitis,  and  1 from  retained  placenta.  The  use 
of  the  milk  from  these  cows  for  human  consumption  was  pro- 
hibited until  the  conditions  cleared  up  or  the  cows  were  dealt 
with.  Four  cows  in  all  were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder,  and  of  these  3 were  destroyed  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  and  the  remaining  one  was  slaughtered 
at  the  owner’s  own  risk,  tuberculosis  being  found  at  the  post 
mortem  examination.  Nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from 
cows  found  to  have  abnormal  udders  and  Guinea  Pig  Inocula- 
tion was  employed  with  positive  result  in  two  cases.  In  no 
cases  was  the  Tuberculin  Test  applied  under  Section  22  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  work  at  the  slaughterhouse  continued  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  the  arrangements  for  meat  inspection  during  the  year  re- 
mained unaltered. 


The  following  information  which  refers  to  the  period  16th 
May,  1934,  to  15th  May,  1935,  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Mr 
Peter  McIntyre,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Veterinary  Inspector: — 


Whole 

Parts  of 

Class. 

t-  § 

2 S 
- 

2 E 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Percentage 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized  for 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 

cttlosis. 

culosis. 

Bullocks 

2,158 

220 

10.1 

13 

2 

1 

Bulls, 

143 

44 

30.7 

1 

o 

— 

— 

Cows, 

730 

417 

57.1 

32 

55 

19 

8 

Heifers, 

92o 

152 

16.5 

7 

14 

1 

Swine, 

2,869 

212 

7.3 

2 

— 

6 

10 

Sheep, 

13,047 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

10 

Calves, 

1 ,398 

8 

0.57 

it 

10 

2 

Total 

21,265 

1,053 

4.95 

45 

88 

58 

32 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  other  than  tubercu- 
losis which  were  responsible  for  the  total  or  partial  seizure  of 
carcases 


Total  Seizure. — Decomposition,  8;  dropsy,  10;  emaci- 
ation, 5;  gangrene,  1 ; gastritis,  3;  injuries,  6;  joint  ill,  5; 
peritonitis,  6;  pyrexia,  10;  septic  pneumonia,  1 ; septic- 
aemia, 1 ; surface  decomposition,  1 ; suppurative 

arthritis,  1. 
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Partial  Seizure. — Abcesses,  2;  adhesions,  3;  arthritis, 
1 ; injuries,  23;  lymphoma,  1 ; melanosis,  1 ; peritonitis,  1. 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  organs  destroyed  dur- 
ing the  year  was  28  tons. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 


Housing. — 

The  following  information  regarding  houses  certified  for 
occupancy  during  the  year  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  thc 
M aster  of  Works  : — 

Private  Enterprise — 36  houses — 

9 semi-detached  villas  of  5 apartments. 

8 semi-detached  bungalows  of  5 apartments. 

3 bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

6 semi-detached  bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

1 semi-detached  bungalow  of  3 apartments. 

3 flats  of  3 aparatments. 

Dwelling-houses  formed  by  dividing  self  contained 
villas,  etc. — 

3 houses  of  4 apartments. 

2 houses  of  8 apartments. 

1 house  of  13  apartments. 

Local  Authority — 270  houses. — 

Sinclair  Street  (Back  Ground  Site). — 

12  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

18  tenement  houses  of  2 apartments. 

4 flatted  houses  of  4 apartments. 

24  flatted  houses  of  3 apartments. 

Prospecthill  Street,  etc.,  Site. — 

8 tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 

20  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

Huts  and  Auchendarroch  Site. — 

24  tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 

6 tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

18  tenement  houses  of  2 apartments. 

Bow  Farm  Site. — 

16  flatted  houses  of  4 apartments. 

52  flatted  houses  of  3 apartments. 

20  flatted  houses  of  2 apartments. 

Maukinhill  Site. — 

20  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

24  flatted  houses  of  3 apartments. 

4 flatted  houses  of  2 apartments. 
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The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Inspec- 
tion of  Districts  Regulations  (Scotland ) 1908  was  643,  of  which 
631  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  This 
number  naturally  includes  certain  houses  which  had  been  ex- 
amined in  previous  years,  and  further  information  regarding 
certain  of  them  is  given  under  the  heading  Slum  Clearance. 

The  housing  problem  is  still  a grave  concern  of  the  Local 
Authority.  It  cannot  yet  be  said  to  be  even  partially  under 
control.  As  will  be  noted  above  270  Local  Authority  houses 
were  certified  for  occupancy  during  1934,  but  this  number  will 
doubtless  be  considerably  increased  in  future  years. 

Overcrowding. — The  question  of  overcrowding  has  of  late 
come  much  more  to  the  forefront  of  the  housing  programme, 
and  it  looks  as  if  some  far  reaching,  but  much  belated,  legisla- 
tion will  now  be  passed  to  deal  with  it. 

Hitherto  action  against  overcrowding  of  dwellinghouses  has 
been  completely  ineffective  as  there  was  no  statutory  defini- 
tion of  the  condition  which  could  be  of  any  real  value,  and  no 
houses  available  to  allow  of  its  being  abated.  The  new  statute 
will  require  to  settle  these  points  satisfactorily  and  allow  a 
subsidy  sufficient  to  permit  of  the  new  houses  being  let  at  a 
rent  suitable  to  the  ability  of  the  tenants  to  pay  if  any  enduring 
progress  is  to  be  made. 

Although  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  give  even  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  burgh  on  the 
standard  included  in  the  new  Rill,  it  is  quite  safe  to  assume 
that  the  problem  in  Greenock  is  one  of  very  considerable 
magnitude  and  will  require  the  building  of  a large  number  of 
houses  for  its  amelioration.  Even  after  the  information  from  a 
complete  housing  survey  is  available,  the  exact  number  of 
houses  required  will  not  result  from  a simple  mathematical 
calculation  as  would  appear,  for  there  will  be  an  unknown 
number  of  overcrowded  houses  vacated  and,  therefore,  possibly 
available  for  use  by  other  tenants  with  smaller  families,  to  be 
allowed  for,  and  other  similar  adjustments  to  be  made. 

It  will  thus  probably  be  necessary  to  start  upon  the  process 
of  decrowding,  and  carry  it  a considerable  way  before  the 
final  estimate  can  be  accurately  made.  In  any  case  the  problem 
is  ripe  for  solution  and  there  is  no  danger  of  building  too  many 
houses  for  some  time  to  come. 
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In  the  meantime  the  Corporation  has  suspended  the  build- 
ing of  two  apartment  houses  in  the  re-housing  schemes  and, 
although  it  may  cause  some  little  difficulty  in  fitting  tenants 
with  small  families  into  houses  of  suitable  size  meantime,  this 
will  be  only  of  a temporary  nature,  and  the  move  will  doubtless 
prove  a wise  one  in  the  future  as  there  will  probably  be  suffi- 
cient two  apartment  houses  in  the  burgh  to  go  round  when  they 
are  released  by  the  decrowding  operations.  One  of  the  doubt- 
ful factors  in  the  housing  juggle  that  will  be  a necessary  part 
of  the  attempt  to  solve  overcrowding  is  the  rent  level  of  the 
smaller  houses  that  will  be  vacated,  and  whether  that  level  will 
be  suitable  to  the  paying  capacity  of  the  tenants  requiring  the 
accommodation.  Only  the  future  can  give  an  answer. 

Sub-letting. — Sub-letting  is  one  of  the  causes  of  overcrowd- 
ing and  will,  therefore,  be  automatically  lessened  as  the  main 
problem  is  dealt  with.  A considerable  number  of  families  in 
sublet  rooms  have  been  housed  in  the  course  of  the  re-housing 
operations,  but  so  far  this  has  had  little  effect  on  the  total  bulk 
of  sub-letting  in  the  burgh,  which  is  still  considerable.  The 
new  legislation  seems  to  provide  for  the  first  time  a reasonable 
prospect  of  the  future  abolition  of  this  practice  without  con- 
siderable hardship  to  individual  families. 

Slum  Clearance. — In  September  an  official  representation 
under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts  1925  and  1930  was  made 
to  the  Local  Authority  regarding  John  Street  Area,  Tobago 
Street  (North)  Area,  and  Lower  Vennel  Area,  while  in  October 
another  relating  to  Broad  Close  Area  was  added.  The  numbers 
of  dwellinghouses  involved  are  464,  70.  23,  and  23 — a total  of 
580.  The  Corporation  declared  these  four  areas  to  be  Clear- 
ance Areas  in  which  all  the  buildings  should  be  demolished, 
and  a public  enquiry  will  doubtless  be  held  in  due  course.  This 
forms  another  material  step  towards  the  universally  desired 
end  of  purging  the  burgh  of  these  unwanted  relics  of  the  past. 
The  question  of  how  these  areas  are  to  be  dealt  with  had  not 
been  decided  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it  is  probable  that 
Compulsory  Purchase  will  be  the  method  of  choice,  as  it  was 
in  the  case  of  the  Central  Area.  This  method  gives  the  Local 
Authority  full  control  of  how  the  ground  is  to  be  laid  out  for 
future  development. 

During  the  year  in  the  Central  Area  20  buildings  containing 
175  dwellinghouses  were  demolished  and  the  sites  cleared. 
The  number  of  families  displaced  was  183,  comprising  864 
persons. 
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Apart  from  the  Central  Area  51  houses  were  dealt  with 
comprising  70  families,  and  363  persons.  These  houses  included 
47  which  were  demolished,  being  the  balance  of  the  huts  at 
Carwood  Street  and  4 other  dwellinghouses  in  4 separate  sub- 
jects, which  were  closed  in  accordance  with  undertakings 
accepted  by  the  Local  Authority  in  terms  of  Section  16  (2)  of 
the  Act  of  1930. 

In  spite  of  the  move  to  deal  with  overcrowding,  the  clearance 
of  the  slums  will  continue  for  some  time  to  be  the  more  im- 
portant problem  before  the  Corporation,  the  more  so  as  its 
solution  will  help  to  clear  up  some  of  the  uncertainty  surround- 
ing the  question  of  overcrowding,  although  after  a little,  the 
two  problems  will  probably  lend  themselves  quite  readily  to 
concurrent  action. 

One  thing  at  least  is  certain,  both  problems  are  continuing 
problems  and  will  never  be  finally  solved,  although  control  of 
both  can  be  definitely  achieved  in  time,  but  not  in  five,  or  even 
in  ten  years. 

Town  Planning: — 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  this  matter  since  last  year’s 
report. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

On  the  register  kept  by  the  Local  Authority  there  were  219 
workshops  including  factory  bakehouses.  Four  hundred  and 
sixty  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  factories  and  workshops  and  85  to  other  workplaces. 
Intimations  under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  were 
found  necessary  in  8 cases  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Want  of  cleanliness,  -----  2 

(2)  Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  3 

(3)  Other  nuisances,  ------  3 

The  terms  of  the  intimation  were  compiled  with  satis- 
factorily in  all  cases. 

One  list  involving  112  out-workers  (including  26  resident 
outwith  the  burgh)  and  one  list  involving  96  out-workers 
(including  24  resident  outwith  the  burgh)  were  received  in 
February  and  August  respectively,  while  16  intimations  were 
transmitted  to  other  local  authorities  in  each  of  those  months. 

The  work  engaged  in  by  these  out-workers  resident  in  the 
burgh  included  knitting,  crocheting  and  sewing,  and  the  con- 
dition of  their  homes  was  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

A full  supply  of  water  for  domestic,  trade  and  mill 
power  purposes  was  maintained  during  the  year.  The 
minimum  amount  of  water  in  store  occurred  on  1st  January, 
when  there  was  121  days  supply  for  all  purposes  in  the  various 
reservoirs. 

The  average  consumpt  of  water  per  head,  per  day,  is  approxi- 
mately 45  gallons. 

Quarterly  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  different  sources 
were  made  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and  these  showed  that  it  was 
in  all  respects  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  following  is  the  Analyst’s  report  on  Prospecthill  water 
dated  13th  March,  1934,  and  is  typical  of  all  the  sources  of 
supply : — 


Town  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 

29  Cathcart  Street, 

Greenock,  13th  March,  1931 


The  Sample  of  Water. 

Received  from  Messrs.  Greenock  Corporation  per  James 
MacAlister,  Esq.,  and  marked  Prospecthill  Water  taken  on  28th 
February,  1934. 


Contains. 


In  Grains  per  Imperial  gallon. 


Total  Residue,  ------- 

Volatile  Residue,  ------ 

Saline  Residue,  ------ 

Chlorine  (expressed  as  Common  Salt), 

Ammonia  (Saline),  ------ 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid),  - - - - - 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitric  Acid), 

Nitrites,  - --  --  --  - 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours,  - 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 mins.,  - - - - 

Hardness,  2.3  degrees.  Poisonous  Metals,  absent. 


5.88 

2.80 

3.08 

1.636 

.0005 

.0096 

.039 

absent 

.296 


Colour,  Hazen’s  Test,  73  degrees.  Glasgow  10.  Sample  33.1. 

Appearance,  Clear  with  trace  of  fibrous  and  fiocculent  matters  in 
suspension. 


Taste,  Soft  and  agreeable.  Odour  (Water  about  50  degrees  C).  Almost 
odourless. 


McConkey’s  Medium  Test,  Satisfactory. 
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NOTE: — This  water  furnishes  a very  satisfactory  chemical  analysis  the 
factors  of  organic  contamination  viz : — the  ammonias  saline  and 
albuminoid  and  oxygen  absorption  figures  are  low  numbers.  The 
absence  of  Bacillus  Coli  and  other  Indicator  Organisms  in  a fairly 
large  quantity  of  the  water  is  satisfactory.  It  is  a very  soft  water. 
The  practical  absence  of  matters  in  suspension  shows  that  this  water 
is  well  filtered. 


(Sgd.)  McGowan  & Biggart. 


DRAINAGE. 

There  was  no  serious  trouble  during  the  year  with  flooding 
in  the  burgh,  and  the  drainage  system  gave  very  satisfactory 
service. 

No  works  other  than  those  required  for  ordinary  mainten- 
ance were  necessary  during  the  year. 


RIVERS  POLLETTION. 

No  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  regarding  the 
pollution  of  streams  within  the  burgh,  and  no  special  investi- 
gations were  carried  out  with  regard  to  it. 


NUISANCES. 

No  medical  certificates  were  issued  in  connection  with 
nuisances  as  defined  in  section  16  of  the  Public  Health  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1897. 


METEOROLOGY. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr 
James  MacAlistcr,  M.Inst.,  C.E.,  Engineer  and  Superintendent 
of  Water  Works,  regarding  the  meteorological  data  relating  to 
1934.  The  readings  were  all  taken  at  Prospecthill  filters, 
which  are  situated  about  two  hundred  feet  above  sea  level. 
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Month. 

Air  Pressure. 
Mean 

Reading  at 
Station 
Level  and 
.12°  C. 

Air  Temperature. 
Mean  of 

Rainfall 

in 

inches. 

Nnml>er 
of  days  on 
which  .01 
or  more 
fell. 

Humidity 
per  cent. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

January, 

29.593 

47.0 

38.2 

10.20 

25 

85 

February, 

30.105 

47.3 

39.6 

0.92 

'10 

83 

March, 

29.359 

45.8 

35.4 

3.28 

22 

79 

April, 

29.535 

50.4 

39.1 

3.58 

18 

72 

May, 

29.714 

56.6 

43.9 

3.82 

18 

76 

June, 

29.790 

65.4 

50.3 

2.82 

16 

75 

July, 

29.691 

69.4 

55.5 

2.85 

19 

76 

August., 

29.520 

63.3 

52.2 

5.27 

23 

81 

September, 

29.543 

61.6 

50.0 

6.55 

23 

81 

October, 

29.520 

53.1 

44.3 

9.23 

24 

83 

November 

29.772 

47.5 

39.4 

2.70 

18 

84 

December 

29.180 

48.3 

42.0 

9.68 

28 

89 

The  total  rainfall  amounted  to  60.90  inches,  as  compared  with 
43.22  inches  in  1933  and  63.62  inches  the  mean  of  the  40  years 
1890-1929. 


PROPAGANDA. 

The  usual  supply  of  leaflets  on  health  matters  was  main- 
tained for  distribution  at  the  Public  Health  Office.  Posters 
giving  information  on  venereal  diseases  were  exhibited  in  all 
public  conveniences. 

Special  posters  on  general  public  health  subjects  were  dis- 
played on  the  three  poster  frames  which  were  handed  over  to 
the  department  by  the  Empire  Marketing  Board. 

The  magazine  “ Better  Health  ” continued  to  circulate  in 
the  burgh  until  November,  when,  on  account  of  lack  of  advertis- 
ing support,  the  publishers  could  not  see  their  wav  to  continue 
it. 


In  October  an  exhibition  of  films  by  the  British  Social 
Hygiene  Council  was  given  in  the  Town  Hall  and  an  address 
on  the  subject  of  venereal  diseases  was  delivered. 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(A)  BIRTHS,  DEATHS  and  MARRIAGES 


•Numbers  I 
Registered  j 

Transfers. 

Corrected  Number. 

in 

District. 

Out. 

In. 

Both 

Sexes. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  Births  (including 
Illegitimate),  • 

1,646 

26 

41 

1,661 

887 

774 

Illegitimate  Births, 

85 

10 

20 

95 

51 

44 

Marriages,  - 

552 

Deaths, 

1,050 

70 

53 

1,027 

547 

480 

(B)  DEATHS  and  DEATH-RATES  IN  AGE  GROUTS. 


Anas. 

Population 
Estimated  at 
Mid-Year  by 

M.O.H 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

| 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
the 

Population 

Average 
Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
5 years 

Under  1 Year,  • 

1,772 

148 

14.41 

83.52 

92. 1 1 

F rum 

I — 5 Years, 

6.274 

41 

4.28 

7.01 

15.36 

» > 

5-10  .. 

8,251 

27 

2.62 

3.27 

3.44 

10-15  „ 

8,036 

19 

1.85 

2.36 

1 .88 

> « 

15—  2o  ,, 

14,195 

£2 

5.06 

3.66 

3.78 

25  -35  „ 

11,669 

47 

4.58 

4.02 

4.81 

1 ) 

35  45  , 

9,878 

65 

6.33 

6.58 

7.30 

45-55  ,, 

8,666 

96 

9.34 

11.07 

12.61 

55-65  „ 

6,253 

160 

15.56 

25.58 

28.45 

65—75  ,, 

3,385 

180 

17  57 

53.17 

73.00 

75-85  ,, 

1,081 

153 

14.90 

141.53 

148.93 

> t 

85  and  over, 

i 145 

36 

3.50 

248.27 

291.24 

TOTAL, 

79,605 

1,027 

100.00 

12.90 

14.48 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers)— REGISTRAR  GENERAI 1934. 
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TABLE  IV.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES 
PER  1,000 -REGISTRAR  GENERAL— 1881-1934. 


Year. 

Population. 

Death-rate. 

Birth-rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

1881-1885 

71,578 

22.19 

38  01 

139 

2.35 

0.96 

1885-1890 

72,073 

18.92 

32.23 

127 

2 03 

0.69 

1891 

63.432 

22.54 

32. 55 

163 

1.82 

0.56 

1892 

63,027 

19.74 

35.83 

116 

2.01 

0.65 

IS93 

62,713 

20.90 

32.96 

134 

1.59 

0.65 

1894 

62,400 

19.23 

32.20 

133 

2.09 

0.49 

1895 

62,090 

23.06 

33.84 

152 

1.62 

0.82 

1891-1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.82 

0.63 

1898 

61.781 

17.84 

33  08 

120 

1.76 

0.55 

1897 

61,475 

22. 1 7 

33.05 

159 

2.06 

0.68 

189S 

61,170 

21.38 

35.20 

136 

2.07 

0.83 

1899 

67.269 

19.64 

31.01 

142 

1.70 

0.S3 

1900 

67.776 

19.18 

32  50 

130 

1.59 

0.84 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20.04 

32.96 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901 

68,264 

19.45 

29.84 

132 

1.46 

0.90 

1902 

68,756 

19.85 

31.74 

122 

1.81 

0.94 

1903 

69,252 

18.93 

29.56 

144 

1.68 

o.so 

1904 

69,749 

17.65 

30.09 

123 

1.20 

0.93 

1905 

70,253 

18.78 

30.49 

116 

1.31 

1.05 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

1906 

70,758 

17.89 

32.21 

127 

1.34 

1.25 

1907 

71,269 

17.79 

30.25 

104 

1.54 

1.0S 

190S 

71,783 

17.00 

30.31 

118 

1.21 

1.12 

1909 

73,214 

15.01 

26.73 

95 

1.09 

1.09 

1910 

74,667 

18.87 

28.  S5 

129 

1.16 

0.96 

1906-1910 

72.338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1.10 

1911 

75,028 

18.44 

30.73 

113 

1.50 

0.95 

1912 

76,337 

18.70 

31.30 

119 

1.44 

1 02 

1913 

77.156 

18.22 

31.03 

116 

1.47 

0.S6 

1914 

77.642 

18.04 

32.84 

108 

1.00 

0 91 

1915 

77,695 

20.14 

29.49 

1 45 

1.15 

0.91 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31.07 

120 

1.39 

0.93 

1916 

78.642 

17.10 

29,20 

109 

1.42 

0.75 

1917 

79,299 

15.10 

26.  SS 

92 

1.28 

0 S3 

1918 

79,574 

17.88 

26.52 

110 

l.iO 

0.S2 

1919 

79,613 

17.25 

28.73 

99 

0.94 

0.59 

1920 

80,436 

16.51 

33.34 

104 

1.06 

0.69 

I9i6-1920 

79,512 

16.76 

28.93 

102 

1.16 

0.73 

1921 

SI, 120 

14.59 

30.15 

93 

1.01 

0.54 

1922 

81.370 

19.17 

27.68 

149 

1.03 

0.68 

1923 

81,522 

12.94 

27.04 

77 

0.99 

0.54 

1924 

82,096 

15.22 

24.16 

113 

1.00 

0.44 

1925 

SI, 200 

14.32 

24.54 

107 

0.85 

0.52 

1921  1925 

81,461 

15.24 

26.71 

107 

0.97 

0.54 

1926 

81,558 

13.74 

23.87 

90 

0.9S 

0.34 
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80.S89 

1 3. 26 

22.17 

89 

0.S7 

0.44 
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79,204 

15.74 

24.05 
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0.80 

0.34 
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22.22 
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1.04 

0.26 
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82,131 
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22. 98 

96 

0.S8 

0.30 
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14.40 

23.05 
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0.91 

0.33 
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79,012 

lS.60 

23.  40 

78 

0.90 

0.30 

1932 

79,387 

14.63 

21.47 

121 

0.66 

0.36 

1933 

79.486 

15.03 

20.60 

108 

0.88 

0.18 

1934 

79,605 

12.90 

20.86 

S9 

0.79 

0.21 

TABLE  V.—  SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 1934. 
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